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INTRODUCTION: Why Worldview Is Important
The purpose of this book is to explore and engage matters of faith in connection with our everyday lives and to understand how our worldview affects our thinking and lifestyle. Our goal is for you to gain a better understanding of what worldview is and why it matters.
Perhaps you’re thinking, “I’m not a pastor or church leader. I’m not that interested in philosophy. I don’t intend to attend seminary or study psychology. Does this really apply to me?” The answer is YES! Worldview is not just an added component to our walk with God; it is a central component of our relationship with Jesus. It is essential to our spiritual formation and maturity.
When some people use the term, “worldview,” they are referring to the study of comparative religions; this branch of study involves the systematic comparison of the doctrines of the world's religions. While being versed in other religions is of value, that is not the focus of this material. For our purposes, worldview is the study and understanding of our beliefs about life and the universe and how we acquire them.
The questions and ideas presented here apply to everyone! We are all servants to our thoughts and beliefs, and those thoughts are subject to reality and deception. What we perceive as reality—our worldview—determines our perspective and choices. Ideas have consequences. They form our beliefs, shape our convictions, and solidify into habits and lifestyle.
You can be saved and not have a Christian worldview.
Once we have decided to follow Jesus, He begins to change our hearts and give us discernment for our decisions. However, our former thinking is not automatically brought into alignment with the Word and character of God. We are responsible for evaluating our worldview and aligning it with God’s principles. This means you can be saved and not necessarily have a Christian worldview.
What is worldview?
Our worldview is the set of personal beliefs and assumptions (presuppositions) we hold about society, culture, and the world around us, which determine our view of reality.
Maybe you’re thinking, “Does God really care what I think about current topics? Does what I believe about the origins of the world or society have anything to do with my belief in God?”
The answer is yes! Worldview has an immense connection to every aspect of life, which is why it’s critical for Christians to understand the world through God’s perspective. What we believe, whether consciously or unconsciously, affects our choices, lifestyle, and influence.
Let’s look at what the Bible says about shaping our perspectives:
See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.
—Colossians 2:8
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
—Romans 12.2
Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.
—2 Timothy 4:2-4
The Scripture is clear that we are to guard our hearts, examine our beliefs, and direct our thoughts to ensure that our mindsets and decisions are formed and led by God, and God alone. Within ourselves, we hold personal biases. In society, we look to other imperfect humans to give us answers. Relying on these flawed perspectives will never produce the righteousness of God.
The truth is, we may or may not be fully aware of all our beliefs. We could use the terms, “conscious and unconscious beliefs” or “reflective and non-reflective beliefs.” In other words, we may have unintentionally chosen a philosophy or adopted a set of beliefs by default, unaware that our worldview was being shaped by the circumstances and influences in our lives.
Many Christians today have what is called a syncretic worldview—a blending of doctrines and beliefs from multiple religions or philosophies. They love Jesus but hold onto varied beliefs from other sources, producing a mixed worldview. A mixed worldview produces mixed messages—and often a lifestyle not fully reflective of Christ. We want to be believers with a fully integrated worldview based on the Bible and the principles that motivated the life of Christ.
Belief is usually based on evidence, facts, and experiential truth. Likewise, faith can be rooted in our beliefs, even when we don’t have all the facts. There is an element of trust in faith. Regardless of religious affiliation, everyone puts their faith in something. The question is not, “Are you living by faith?” but rather, “By what faith are you living?”
Ultimately, everyone asks, “Why am I here?" Everyone chooses an answer to that question; therefore, everyone has a worldview—whether they recognize it or not.
This course will explore worldview in three parts:
·  Presuppositional (what is in our hearts)
·  Evidential (what is in our minds)
·  Applicational (how we act and live)
We are all on a worldview journey.
On the journey of discovering our worldview, we start out influenced. There are moments of interception when we are confronted with different perspectives, and we must decide how to respond. If we choose to align our thinking with the Word of God, we set our direction of living by the truth and integrating it into our lives. Thus, we begin to live by design rather than by default.
Worldview and learning how to think (not what to think) require asking a lot of questions!
Three main questions determine our view of reality and our behavior:
1.  What do we believe about the NATURE OF GOD?
2.  What do we believe about the NATURE OF MAN?
3.  What do we believe about the NATURE OF TRUTH?
The “nature” of something can be determined by asking:
·  Does it exist?
·  What is it like?
·  How do we define it?
Worldview is a lifelong journey into truth.
There are no shortcuts to refining our thinking, effectively handling arguments, and attaining a clear worldview. It requires an ongoing commitment to developing a set of tools and resources for navigating decisions, choices, conflicts, relationships, and life itself. Although it takes time, patience, and understanding to develop this way of thinking, the rewards are significant, as they grant us a greater level of influence.
Most of this conversation comes down to our choices and how we live. How do we make decisions about things like religion and lifestyle? In Western culture, we tend to frame choices in terms of “right and wrong” (or “honorable and shameful” in many Eastern cultures). Yet, in the Bible, these issues are more often presented in the context of “life and death.” Certain thought paths and decisions will reap death (physically or spiritually), while others will bring life more abundantly. As we search for answers to life’s big questions, God’s Word teaches us how to experience life, not death.
This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.
—Deuteronomy 30:19
Those who have begun “living by design” discover opportunities to grow and influence those around them both consciously and unconsciously. The battle begins in our hearts. The heart decides what kind of person we want to be and how far we are willing to go to be true to the beliefs we hold. We will always have a choice in how we engage with people who share their worldview with us or ask questions about our beliefs.
As Christians, we may approach evangelism with the desire to convince others of our point of view. This often results in debates, and even arguments, around big issues as both sides try to prove their point. We risk completely misunderstanding the heart of where someone is coming from. Healthy evangelism and cultural engagement involve asking the right questions—questions that help people discover their underlying beliefs—and allowing the Holy Spirit to move in the conversation. We must be prepared to give answers for our faith, but we don’t want to get stuck in arguments.
Anything you can be argued into, you can be argued out of.
Ultimately, truth must be clearly expressed and received at a heart level, not just in the head. We can get caught up debating the fruit and completely miss the root. Once we see and define the root, we can ask the right questions. Then we need to let those tough questions sink into the person’s heart, give space for them to wrestle with those questions, and give God the room to draw them to Him.
As we engage this journey of critical thinking through worldview, our first focus should be on what God wants to do in and through us. As we grow in knowledge and understanding, we must remember to allow our hearts to be open to the Lord. Everything else will follow.
SUMMARY
·  Worldview is a personal set of beliefs about culture and the world around us.
·  A person can be a Christian without having a Christian worldview.
·  Everyone has a worldview whether they realize it or not.
·  Worldview is a process of perspective. Someone who has been argued into something can also be argued out of it. We must search out and decide on a worldview for ourselves.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.  Is your worldview currently more consciously or unconsciously influenced? Why?
2.  What is a simple way to explain the concept of worldview to a friend?
3.  How can we align our worldview with God’s perspectives?
(No Corresponding Audio/Video teaching)
SECTION ONE
CHAPTER 1: Presuppositional Worldview, Part I
What are presuppositions, and why do they matter?
Everyone has a worldview made up of basic assumptions called presuppositions; they exist whether a person is aware of them or not! Our goal is to provide an understanding of what presuppositions are and why they affect our beliefs and worldview awareness.
We are all on a worldview journey and begin under the influence of numerous factors, such as our family, culture, experiences, personality, and other circumstantial elements. Our worldview is built on our underlying presuppositions. Because these subconscious assumptions are the most significant influences in our lives, they determine the degree of influence everything else has on us.
Pre·​sup·​po·​si·​tion [pree-suhp-uh-zish-uhn]
(pre = before; suppose = thinking) Assumptions upon which all thought is based that make up our worldview; an agenda, conscious or unconscious, defined or undefined; a thing tacitly assumed beforehand at the beginning of a line of argument or course of action.
Presuppositional worldview is not about comparative religion, philosophy, or winning arguments. It is about deepening our faith, engaging in our journey with God, and recognizing that the Christian faith applies to every area of life; it answers all the questions, big and small. We will address how to deal with questions we’ve never been asked before, never considered, or are not specifically answered in the Bible.
It’s not about being told what to think but being taught how to think.
—ADAM PEACOCKE
Everyone lives by faith of some kind—just placed differently.
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it, the people of old received their commendation . . . And without faith, it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
—Hebrews 11:1-2, 6
Faith in God is the first step in relationship with Him. Without faith, it’s impossible to please God. The journey of faith is a belief that God exists, and He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
In every area where faith is involved, we seek for something that will bring us a reward or sense of value. Faith is not static; it’s a relationship that involves seeking and development.
Who or what do we put our faith in? The answer is not necessarily exclusive but can be a combination of several things valued on different levels. Put another way, who are the strongest voices you listen to?
We all have a “panel of experts” contributing to our thinking, influencing our beliefs, and shaping our decisions. Who is behind the voices speaking into your life and way of thinking?
Five Common Places We Put Our Faith:
1.  Experts (politicians, pastors, scientists, etc.)
2.  Experiences and intuition (things that have happened to us, or things we think we understand from those experiences)
3.  Science
4.  Tradition (family, culture)
5.  Revelation (God, the Word)
SUMMARY
·  Everyone has a worldview made up of basic assumptions called presuppositions.
·  It’s not about being told what to think but being taught how to think.
·  We all have a "panel of experts" we look to for insight and direction.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.  Can you give an example of a simple way to explain the definition of a “presupposition” to a friend?
2.  Who are your panel of experts? Who or what do you rely on or allow to influence you the most?
3.  What is the priority of experts in your life?
(Corresponds with Audio/Video #1)
CHAPTER 2: Presuppositional Worldview, Part II
Presuppositions are decisions of the heart; worldview starts in the heart, then moves to the mind.
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.
—John 3:19-21
The source of how to live and form opinions is in our hearts—in our capacity to love and hate. Love and hate are heart words, not head words!
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile, and their foolish hearts were darkened . . . Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.
—Romans 1:21, 28
A person’s worldview begins at the heart level, not the head level. The Bible speaks of our hearts as the throne of our affections and allegiances.
Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.
—Proverbs 4.23
Our allegiances precede our thoughts and are directly influenced by the “panel of experts” we’ve chosen to trust; these, often unconscious, presuppositional motivations directly guide our thoughts, feelings, and opinions.
Our presuppositions determine:
1.  How information is gathered; the lens through which we see everything (what we look for, pay attention to, and emphasize)
2.  How information is analyzed (how we process and present things)
3.  How information is presented (in alignment with an agenda, particular perspective, news angle, spin, emphasis, etc.)
Worldview determines our scope of reality.
No one is neutral in the way they interpret information in the world, nor in how they present information to others. We can be distant from information, but we can’t be neutral to it.
The mind justifies what the heart has chosen.
—DENNIS PEACOCKE
So, how do we figure out what's behind our own beliefs, the beliefs of others, and the issues in the world today? You can simplify any complex issue by tracing it back to one, or any combination of, the three root presuppositions/axioms, which we call the Big Three:
1.  The Nature of God: Is there or is there not a God? If He exists, what is He like?
2.  The Nature of Man: Is man created by God? Is there purpose or design? Is man basically good?
3.  The Nature of Truth: Is truth relative or absolute? Who or what determines it, and how do we discover it? Is there really no absolute truth?
This simple tool will help you discover the beliefs behind every big question of life—from personal matters to politics and everything in between.
The Tree of Life
I have come that they may have life, and have it in abundance.
—John 10:10
Jesus challenged His followers, “If you’re going to be my disciples, you’re going to follow after me.”
Being a Christian is not just about choosing life; it's also about growing in that life and sharing it with others.
We read in Genesis 2 that there were two trees in the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve chose the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil which made them slaves to sin. God wants us to choose life so we can have life, and in turn, share life with others.
God’s heart for us has always been the Tree of Life. Through Christ, we can choose life and fully live out our Christian worldview willingly reliant on Him. We can choose to live with and for God—or we can choose the opposite. God gives us the freedom to make our own choices. It’s up to us if we will trust God and seek His best for our destiny.
[image: A green and white hexagons with white text  Description automatically generated]
The worldview journey of understanding is worthwhile, not because it makes you smarter, but because it trains you to think in a way that helps you choose life and grow closer to God.
Understanding these root beliefs allows us to fully align our life with God’s ways. When we better understand what others believe, it allows us to engage in meaningful conversations and effective evangelism.
SUMMARY
·  Presuppositional thinking is a skill, a journey, and an ongoing process.
·  By asking the right questions, we can get to the heart/root of an issue.
·  It takes time to learn to think differently. Practice makes permanent.
·  We can demonstrate our faith by actively engaging in life and asking questions that guide us and others to our hearts’ struggles.
·  We are all invited into this journey of developing skills that takes us deeper in our relationship with God, giving us confidence in our faith as we face tough issues and proclaim life to a world that desperately needs Him.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.  Why is it impossible for someone to be neutral in how they interpret information?
2.  Explain the meaning of the phrase, “The mind justifies what the heart has chosen.”
3.  Can you describe some of the differences between the Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil?
(Corresponds with Audio/Video #2)
CHAPTER 3: Evidential Worldview: Where Is the Evidence?
While our worldview originates in the heart, the second level of worldview awareness lies within the mind. Here, our proofs (evidence and logic) support our heart beliefs and dictate why and how we decide to share them. In this stage of processing, we are either strengthened in our current beliefs or intercepted and convinced of something different.
Our presuppositions and heart beliefs, conscious or unconscious, determine our state of mind and the evidence we look for to support our beliefs. By faith, we decide the “WHY” of an issue, and then we seek the “WHATs” that validate, contextualize, and affirm our standpoint. This is where justification happens: The mind justifies what the heart has chosen.
The process of gathering evidence is inevitably influenced by our presuppositions. Although much of the justification process takes place within the realm of our thoughts, it extends beyond philosophy and abstract ideas. Our perception of the physical world surrounding us heavily impacts the evidence we observe or actively pursue. In fact, evidence can always be found if we look for it! For instance, when we purchase a new car, we suddenly notice that type of car everywhere; even though those cars have always been present, our attention is now focused on them, allowing us to recognize the evidence.
Physical evidence informs our understanding of the world around us (the WHAT), but it falls short when it comes to providing reliable explanations for the WHY. The concept of creation serves as a classic example. While science can provide valuable insights into the WHATs of our universe, such as stars, planets, weather, plants, and animals, it lacks a framework to address the profound WHY questions. Answering the big WHY questions of life occurs individually at the presuppositional level.
And without faith, it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
—Hebrews 11:6
The evidential level is where we analyze and project our interpretation of truth. If my “panel of experts” puts God ahead of my feelings, then I recognize that God’s will for me in a particular situation may not feel good, but it will lead to life. Whereas, if feeling is higher than God, I may make the choice to do something that is wrong according to God’s Word, but my sense is, “I’d rather feel good in this situation.”
We all have an innate desire to “know.”
While everyone lives by faith in something, and everyone has a worldview, not every worldview is legitimate. We can test the legitimacy of a worldview through three key indicators:
1.  It answers all the big questions (handles all the data with no missing pieces).
2.  It is consistent with itself.
3.  It satisfies mankind’s deepest questions and is fulfilling.
A worldview must address the four basic philosophical questions:
1. THE ONTOLOGICAL QUESTION:
Ontology is the philosophical study of being. It addresses the origins of life and the concepts of existence, becoming, and reality.
·  Why is there anything rather than nothing at all?
2. THE EPISTEMOLOGICAL QUESTION:
Epistemology is the theory of knowledge—the investigation of what distinguishes justified belief from opinion.
·  What is our framework for events and facts to make it reliable?
·  How do we know and know that we know?
3. THE AXIOLOGICAL QUESTION:
Axiology is the study of the nature of value. It deals with values, absolutes, and universal standards.
·  Are there absolutes and universal standards? 
·  What is of ultimate value and worth pursuing over all other things? (e.g., 1 Corinthians 13:4-13; in this verse, love is the pinnacle)
4. THE TELEOLOGICAL QUESTION:
Teleology is the doctrine of design and purpose in the material world.
·  Where is history going, and where does it end?
Christian worldview is the ultimate truth, and truth is ultimately the person of Jesus Christ.
The Christian worldview is not just good for Christians—it works for everyone! This is not to say that all people must be coerced or forced into becoming believers. The decision of where we put our trust and faith is one that each person must answer for themselves.
Jesus answered, "It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.'"
—Matthew 4:4
God has revealed Himself in many ways:
1.  Through His creation—both in nature and in us as human beings
2.  Throughout history
3.  In the person of Jesus Christ
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.
—Romans 1:20
Understanding these ideas is part of stewarding our relationship with God and fulfilling the call of God on our life.
We are called to evangelism and speaking the truth in love, motivated by love. The importance of understanding these matters is not just about maintaining our faith but also empowering us to truly share our faith with others.
apol·​o·​get·​ics [uh-pol-uh-jet-iks]
Derives from the Greek word, apologia, meaning “to give a defense or vindication for what we believe.”
But in your hearts, revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.
—1 Peter 3:15
We are called to defend the faith in a respectful way and must be prepared to give an answer. We need to know and understand the truth before we can effectively share it with others.
We want to engage the heart—not just win an argument.
When sharing truth with others, we must understand the distinction between convincing and conviction.
Paul gives us an example of this in Acts 17:22-34. We read that he went to the Greeks, used their terms, referenced their beliefs, reasoned with them, and met them where they were, both physically and philosophically. He related to them and where they were coming from! To win either just the head or the heart is not the goal; we want the whole person to receive revelation and come into alignment with the truth.
·  Convincing takes place at the head level and cannot produce lasting change because it does not change the heart.
Anything you can be argued into, you can be argued out of.
·  Conviction takes place at the heart level and paves the way for genuine transformation.
·  Receptivity may require time and space; create space and quiet for the conviction of the Holy Spirit. The goal is to engage a person’s heart, not win an argument. 
Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.
—Proverbs 26:4
Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.
—Proverbs 26:5
These two scriptures in the book of Proverbs seemingly contradict one another. They only make sense when we realize they rely upon discerning the Holy Spirit’s workings in a person’s heart before answering them. Discernment helps us avoid foolish arguments and know when and how to speak.
SUMMARY
·  Evidence and logic are tools God has given us and must be submitted to Him and to ultimate reality.
·  We must be prepared to give an answer for why we live and what we believe.
·  Gaining knowledge and understanding is part of our responsibility as Christians as we grow in relationship with God.
·  Don’t underestimate the power of testimony to give evidence to the reality of God. Sharing out of personal experience brings us closer to God and to others!
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.  Can you give an example of something you’ve justified doing, good or bad, based on what your heart wanted or had already decided?
2.  Can you think of a time you were convinced versus convicted (or vice versa)?
3.  What is a good rule to remember in discussions with others?
(Corresponds with Audio/Video #3)
CHAPTER 4: Applied Worldview
We don’t just “learn” Christian worldview; we live it. The third level of worldview awareness lies within its application—and how it affects our everyday lives, relationships, activities, and lifestyle.
God is a personal God, and He cares about every aspect of our lives; nothing is too great or too small to escape His attention and care. Sometimes we think the small things in our lives don’t matter, however, little parts of our lifestyle can often lead to bigger changes.
Ideas have consequences because they lead to attitudes and actions.
Our presuppositions (heart choices) will find a way to manifest in our lives. In the applicational level, we see the tangible expressions of worldview. Our actions and attitudes reflect our heart's assumptions and beliefs.
Our level of worldview application is determined by our place in the worldview journey.
In the worldview journey, you may be unaware of all that is influencing you. When you are confronted with truth, you must decide how you will respond. When you are committed to integrating truth into your life and worldview, you will be one who lives by design rather than by default. There’s a difference between believing in something, truly understanding it, and actually applying it to your life. This last stage is so important! True integration is application.
Once we are functioning at the application level, we’re able to recognize the dual life of those who have been intercepted by the love of Christ but not changed by it.
Some Christians may only be partially living the lifestyle of applied Christian worldview. There’s a saying, “If being a Christian is a crime, would there be enough evidence to convict you?” Is there evidence in your life and actions that reflects what you believe? The applied level is often where we find inconsistencies in people’s worldview.
True integration is application.
The application of worldview challenges our character, and its integration brings consistency and integrity to our lifestyle.
Under pressure, we revert to what we know. There is a distinction between being right and being righteous. Righteousness has a right pathway to it (doing the right thing, the right way). But knowing the right thing is of little value if we don’t do it! We’re not after an accumulation of knowledge, but rather a life-giving way to live. The same is true in presenting the Gospel—how we present the truth is as important as the truth itself.
. . . Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.
—Ephesians 4:15
It’s very important to use wisdom in the application of our beliefs. It's not just knowing the answer but showing the answer in the right way. Jesus had all the right answers all the time, but He knew when to speak, when to ask reflective questions, and when to be silent. He knew the right strategy for each situation and considered the best way to interact with every person.
Jesus knew when to speak, when to ask reflective questions, and when to be silent.
Applying a worldview affects our behavior, work, recreation, and habits.
What we believe should affect us personally. This is not about moralism or religiosity but about fully living life in the way God designed. Our beliefs create a lens through which we see and interact with the world. This lens affects such areas as:




1.  Communication and Relationships: How we communicate with and relate to various people and situations.
2.  Money: How we spend our money and manage our finances.
3.  Prayer: How we focus our prayers. and the questions we ask God.
4.  Entertainment: How we choose and are influenced by what we read, watch, and listen to.
5.  Society, Culture, and Community: How we impact the world around us.
In the book of Daniel, we see how his life consistently exemplified applied worldview. Daniel was taken from his people and placed in a culture hostile to his beliefs and customs. Despite challenging circumstances, his actions and lifestyle remained faithful to his beliefs and the ways of God. Daniel was used by God as a powerful influencer! (Read the book of Daniel for the whole story.)
Our worldview should be applied to and reflected in our lifestyle. Simply knowing or expressing what we believe is not enough. Our attitudes and actions are ultimately expressions of our heart’s assumptions, so we need to continually reflect on our beliefs. The worldview journey is not just about gaining knowledge but moving further into faithfulness, facilitating better conversations with those around us, and cultivating a deeper relationship with God.
SUMMARY
·  Ideas have consequences because they lead to attitudes and actions.
·  Integrating worldview into our life will challenge our integrity. We must be willing to stand up for our beliefs and be consistent.
·  Applying a worldview will affect every area of our life, including behavior, work, recreation, and habits.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.  Can you think of an example from your life or someone else’s (a friend, a movie, the news, etc.) where being right was given priority over being righteous?
2.  Why is it important for us to integrate our beliefs into how we live our lives?
3.  What does the example of Daniel demonstrate?
(Corresponds with Audio/Video #4)
SECTION TWO
In this section, we take a deeper look at the Big Three: These three root presuppositions define all reality and our beliefs about the nature of God, man, and truth. All arguments and decisions can be traced back to one, or a combination of, these three.
We will start with the nature of God because God is the primary/first cause. Our beliefs about God provide the origin for all other beliefs.
CHAPTER 5: The Nature of God
What kind of god do you believe in?
What we believe about the nature of God affects every aspect of our lives, including our disposition, our decision making, our lifestyle, and our actions. Within this awareness, we can discover and ask the right questions to grow in our relationship with God and witness to others.
God is not after our comfort; He's after our growth.
—DENNIS PEACOCKE
Athe·​ist [ey-thee-ist]
A person who disbelieves or lacks belief in the existence of God.
Ag·nos·tic [ag-nos-tik]
A person who does not know or thinks it is impossible to know if there is a God.
De·ist [dee-ist]
A person who believes in a God who is not involved with the universe He created.
The Nature of God is the Primary (First) Cause
What we believe about God affects all areas of our life. Science has shown that belief in God changes the physical manifestation of our brain and affects the parts of our brain that are activated.
The Neurology of Faith
Dr. Andrew Newberg, a pioneer in the neuroscientific study of religious and spiritual experiences, has spent his career following this hunch. “If you contemplate God long enough,” he writes in the book, How God Changes Your Brain, “something surprising happens in the brain. Neural functioning begins to change. Different circuits become activated, while others become deactivated. New dendrites are formed, new synaptic connections are made, and the brain becomes more sensitive to subtle realms of experience. Perceptions alter, beliefs begin to change, and if God has meaning for you, then God becomes neurologically real.”
Practical Questions About God:
1.  Does God exist?
2.  If so, what is He like?
3.  Is He personal or abstract? Involved or uninvolved?
4.  Can He be trusted?
5.  Is He consistent or transitional?
6.  If God is a creator, what does that mean to man?
7.  If God is love, doesn’t He just want us happy? How do we define a loving God?
8.  What do I really believe about Him?
9.  What is my relationship with Him?
10.  Does belief in God equal relationship with Him?
If we trust the Bible as our authority, we know that merely believing in God doesn’t make us a good person. Even Satan and demons believe in God. The bigger issues are, how does God relate to us, and how do we relate to Him?
The God of the Bible is personal and chose to reveal himself to man. God’s existence is not contingent on our belief in Him. God has revealed Himself and His character to man through:
1.  General revelation
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.
—Romans 1:18-23
2.  Creation 
Could such a great symphony as the universe have no conductor?
—Albert Einstein
3.  Our innate conscience 
4.  Scripture 
5.  History 
6.  Prophets and the redeemed church community
7.  Signs, wonders, and miracles 
What is God like?
God wants us to have a holistic approach to Him. His desire is that we would see the fullness of His character and choose to love and have a relationship with Him.
God is sovereign:
God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?
—Numbers 23:19
God is purposeful:
All that He has created was made by design for a specific purpose. Nothing can keep God's creation from ultimately accomplishing His will. And yet, there are still many people who do not know their purpose. Through Christ, it is possible for us to discover God's will and destiny for our lives.
He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.
—2 Timothy 1:9
In the past, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe.
—Hebrews 1:1-2
God desires genuine relationship with us:
He wants to know us and wants us to fully know Him. He cares for us specifically and personally.
And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.
—Matthew 10:29-31
When we start thinking this way about God, it helps us discern what we are taking in from our culture. It is important to filter everything through the standard of the Word.
God’s ultimate goal for us is to have communion with Him—an intentional relationship where we spend time together and choose to become more like Him. This means submitting every attribute of our lives to Him and living out of relationship with Him. Our questions and beliefs should start, not end, with God because He is the first cause. He is behind everything. All life’s big questions lead back to Him.
All our secondary relationships are informed by our primary relationship with our Creator.
—Darrow Miller
In other words, how we relate to God not only affects our personal relationship with Him but directly impacts how we relate to other people.
SUMMARY
·  What we believe about God determines what we believe about ourselves and about truth.
·  God can handle all our questions about Him.
·  God’s existence is not contingent upon our belief in Him.
·  God reveals Himself and His nature to us in a variety of ways.
·  How we relate to God goes beyond our relationship with Him, influencing how we relate to everyone else.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.  Can you think of an example from a song, movie, or show where someone’s opinion about God affected their choices?
2.  Why is it important for us to first look at our beliefs about God?
3.  Why has God revealed so much of Himself to us?
(Corresponds with Audio/Video #5)
CHAPTER 6: The Nature of MAN
What do we believe about mankind?
What we believe about mankind affects all areas of our lives, including our identity, relationships, lifestyle, and actions.
The first question we must ask is, “Is man basically good or basically bad?” As Christians, we believe the nature of mankind is fallen and in need of transformation.
This leads to other questions, such as:
·  Does man have a purpose or design?
·  How are we made to live?
·  Do we have a calling?
·  Who are we to live for?
·  Should our design indicate our destiny?
·  Who defines our value and the value of life?
These questions lead us to issues regarding public policy, lifestyle, and what we deem as "good." Human nature is revealed throughout history—and also in whatever you did last night! Human nature always comes out.
Man is made in the image of God.
What is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that You care for him? You have made him a little lower than God, and You crown him with glory and majesty!
—Psalm 8:4-5
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
—Genesis 1:26
Because we were made in His image, we cannot truly know ourselves if we do not know God.
We are spiritual and creative beings. When we understand these attributes of mankind, we also see how these attributes can also be distorted through partial truth.
We were made in God’s image, but because we have a fallen nature, we are now corrupt.
The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?
—Jeremiah 17:9
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
—Romans 3:23
We need a savior, we need His authority, and we need to be renewed and transformed.
In those days Israel had no king; all the people did whatever seemed right in their own eyes.
—Judges 21:25
Even Christians can fall into the trap of doing what is right in our own eyes if we have not fully submitted every part of our lives to God. Because God is involved and cares about the details of our lives, He provides guidance and boundaries for us. These boundaries are there to protect us and direct us. If we don’t seek God and His Word for counsel, we become subjective and look to ourselves for guidance.
Those who shape the culture know what they believe and why they believe it.
—DENNIS PEACOCKE
Man was designed to work with God.
God wants to work with us, in us, and through us. We are tri-part beings: body, soul, and spirit. Christ physically came into the world, demonstrating that God doesn’t only care about our souls but also our bodies. Our bodies are relevant to our spiritual practice. Our bodies are important because they were designed by God, and they often manifest attributes of our spiritual life.
Practical questions about humanity:
1.  Is mankind good or bad?
2.  Is mankind submissive or divine?
3.  Are our lives dualistic (sacred vs. secular) or holistic (body, soul, 
and spirit)?
4.  Are there necessary evils in life, or does God want to redeem all parts of our humanity?
5.  Is our goal to be happy or healthy?
6.  What is real love and fulfillment for mankind?
People who believe that man is inherently good subscribe to a subjective perspective (doing what’s "right for me"). As Christians, we believe man needs ongoing transformation. Mankind was created in the image of God but is fallen and in need of a Savior. Because of our fallen nature, we often seek to justify our desired behavior. However, what comes naturally to us is not necessarily what is right or best for us—thus we must evaluate our desires according to the design and will of God for each of our lives.
Du·​al·​ism [doo-uh-liz-uhm]
The belief that there is a split between the sacred and secular versus the eternal and temporal.
Hu·man·ism [hyoo-muh-niz-uhm]
The worldview that conceives of humanity as the supreme factor in reality.
Mo·​nism [moh-niz-uhm]
The doctrine that there is only one ultimate substance or principle, whether mind (idealism), matter (materialism), or some third thing that is the basis of both.
SUMMARY
·  Mankind was made in the image of God.
·  Because people are made in the image of God, to fully know ourselves, we must know God first.
·  Humans were designed to be partners with God.
·  Due to decisions made by the first humans in the Garden, mankind has a fallen nature and the need for ongoing transformation that can only come from our Creator.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.  Can you think of an example from a song, movie, or show where someone’s opinion about mankind affected their choices?
2.  How would you explain to a friend why it matters if people are naturally good or bad?
3.  What does it mean to have a fallen nature, and how should we deal with this?
(Corresponds with Audio/Video #6)
CHAPTER 7: The Nature of TRUTH
What is truth?
What we believe about the nature of truth affects every aspect of life, including how we view reality, our paradigms, our decision making, lifestyle, and actions.
Culture is created by humans, based on their actions and inactions, stemming from their beliefs about what is true. Therefore, the nature of truth is paramount to culture and how we view it!
Questions regarding truth:
·  Does truth exist?
·  Is truth relative or absolute?
·  Is truth conceptual or relational?
·  Is truth objective or subjective?
·  How do we reconcile ourselves to the truth?
Truth is a hot topic in society, and the idea that each person has their “own truth” is widespread. Is this possible? Can we each have our own truths? The answer is no. We can all have opinions, experiences, viewpoints, and beliefs that are personal to us, and these are all valid in belonging to us. However, if everyone’s perspective is true, then universal truth does not exist.
The Bible begins with the story of the two trees in the garden: The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, and the Tree of Life (Genesis 1-3). Debates around truth can often be traced back to the mindset of these two trees. From which tree does truth come?
If we believe truth is relative, then life cannot have absolutes and lifestyle does not necessarily have boundaries. Due to lack of clarity, a culture without absolute truth ultimately results in chaos.
As Christians, we believe truth is absolute and revealed to us in the Scriptures. It is both conceptual (in principles) and relational (as embodied in Jesus Christ); truth is, therefore, a concrete concept AND a person who can be known!
Jesus told him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”
—John 14:6
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”
—John 18:37
These scriptures give us the blueprint for discovering truth: It comes directly through God. In fact, the whole purpose of Jesus’ existence on earth was to reveal the truth of who He is and who we are in relation to Him: He is sovereign, and we are sinners in need of a Savior.
God gives us free will so we can choose whether or not to believe what He says about Himself and about us; however, to reject truth is to live a lie. That may sound like a harsh statement if our ideas and opinions don’t line up with the truth of God’s Word. No one wants to believe they are living a lie. However, as we’ve seen in this lesson, living apart from truth produces chaos and deception. Real truth can be tested; it will prove to work (hold up to scrutiny) and be consistent (unchanging).
Truth is like oil. No matter how much water you pour on it, it will always float.
—African Proverb
Truth's validity is not contingent upon our agreement. As such, truth applies to all people, jurisdictions, and areas of life, regardless of whether we recognize or believe it.
Practical questions about truth:
1.  Is truth fixed/set (timeless), or can it change (culturally relevant)?
2.  Is walking in truth about perfection or process? Is truth attainable and understandable?
3.  Can truth be forced on someone?
4.  What is the difference between a fact and an opinion? A personal experience and “my truth” versus the objective truth? What value does perception have relative to truth?
Your perspective changes your capacity to comprehend truth.
—Dennis Peacocke
Truth is revealed through the Scripture, through Christ, and through people God brings into our lives. Our feelings are relevant, but that doesn’t mean they are in line with the truth. Ultimate truth is objective and applies regardless of our belief in it or feelings about it. How often are we tempted to reject truth because it clashes with our underlying beliefs or feelings?
Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to fear your name.
—Psalm 86:11
Next, we must ask ourselves, “What truth am I living by: my truth or the truth?” Ultimate fulfillment and health come through knowing Christ and fully accepting the truth embodied in Him. From this basis, we can engage people in meaningful, authentic conversation, grounded in truth.
SUMMARY
·  How we behave as humans is largely based on our view of truth.
·  The nature of truth is revealed through Jesus. He is the truth, and He can only speak the truth.
·  Truth’s validity is not contingent upon our agreement with it.
·  Our feelings are relevant, but that doesn’t mean they align with truth.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.  Can you think of an example where your personal “truth” was different from the objective truth of the situation?
2.  Why does someone living by “their truth“ not work?
3.  What are some barriers to the people’s ability to perceive and receive the truth?
(Corresponds with Audio/Video #7)
CHAPTER 8: The Worldview Journey
Next steps: How do we make worldview part of our lives?
We now understand more about the worldview journey—that we’re all on it, and that it’s an ongoing process. We begin our journey being influenced (by the lens of fallen human nature, faulty thinking/beliefs, etc.), and move away from that perspective as the truth of God’s Word comes into focus in our hearts.
When we are intercepted by the Gospel, our lens of fallen human nature is replaced with the lens of Christ. We must then move into integration, learning how to think and apply God’s viewpoint to our lives. When we live this way, we become an influencer. This is a full circle worldview journey—starting out being influenced and ending up being an influencer!
Measuring worldview:
We’ve determined that everyone has a worldview, whether they recognize it or not. Some worldviews are not consistent. An inconsistent worldview is incapable of being integrated and fully applied and is, therefore, vulnerable to influence.
Everybody lives by faith. The question is, faith in what?
—ADAM PEACOCKE
This is why being solid in our worldview is so important for every believer! Humans are designed to be influenced. If we don’t have answers to the big questions in life, we leave our minds open to looking for answers in places other than the truth of God’s Word.
For a worldview to be valid, it must follow these characteristics:
·  It must handle all the data (stand up to facts and questioning).
·  It must be consistent within itself (not change over time or due to environmental factors).
·  It must satisfy the deepest longings of a person’s heart (answer not only the facts but the deeper meaning of life and existence).
It’s important for all three of these characteristics to be present. If a worldview is consistent and satisfies a need for purpose and meaning but cannot stand up to data, it cannot be fully valid.
Here is a reminder of the questions a valid, integrated worldview must be able to handle:
1.  Is there a God?
2.  What is real?
3.  How did we get here?
4.  What matters most?
5.  Do I matter?
6.  How do we change?
7.  What happens when we die?
Sharing your worldview:
Inside everyone is a longing for meaning and answers to the big questions about life. We all desire to be loved and understood by those around us. How do we interact with people who are different from us or lost in their sense of worldview? As Christians, we have the responsibility to love people well, and that means listening to the hearts of individuals God puts in our lives. This requires us to set aside our pride and be present with someone whose beliefs might be diametrically opposed to ours. When we make the effort to learn about other people’s beliefs and the perspectives and influences behind them, we can more wisely engage them in conversation and evangelism, modeling the love and truth of Jesus.
Preach the Gospel at all times and, when necessary, use words.
—St. Francis of Assisi
We can say more by the way we live than we ever can with words. If you find yourself unsure of how to engage with someone in a high-stakes situation or relationship, ask yourself—if you never spoke another word about God to them, would your actions alone be enough to lead them to Jesus?
Our goal is to embody truth, and from that position, lovingly lead others to it. In doing so, we can give the world answers with truth that works!
SUMMARY
·  When our worldview changes from unconsciously created to consciously based on God, everything else comes into focus.
·  The validity of a worldview can be measured.
·  Sharing our worldview is vital, and we must do it with wisdom and in love.
·  Our ultimate goal is to embody God’s truth in a meaningful way.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.  Can you give an example of a belief or idea pushed in today’s culture that does not align with the Bible (biblical worldview)?
2.  Why is it important for a worldview to be consistent?
3.  What is the difference between a discussion and a debate?
(Corresponds with Audio/Video #8)
CONCLUSION
Throughout this book, our hope is that you would understand the importance of worldview in every area of life, solidify your own worldview according to the principles of God’s Word, and have the confidence to enter into gentle conversations with others on their worldview journey.
While Jesus always had the right answers, He was not quick to shove His message onto others; rather, He asked questions and allowed people to process with Him. What an excellent model to follow as we consider how to engage in situations with people of various beliefs. Jesus never got into arguing matches; He asked challenging questions, used the truth of God’s Word, and did it all with a perfect balance of love.
We’re reminded of this concept in John 13 when Jesus gave instructions to His disciples on how they should act after His return to the Father:
A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.
—John 13:34-35
Truth and love must coexist as we share our worldview and testimony. Don’t fall into the trap of needing to prove your point or always having to be right. If you can’t do it with the Lord’s help in a loving way, then consider your circumstances and allow God’s wisdom to speak to your heart. Remember, the person you love and want to influence is loved by God infinitely more than you have the capacity to love yourself, and it is His will that no one should perish.
Meanwhile, be sure to guard your heart and mind so that the enemy has no chance to steal the revelations, wisdom, and truth the Holy Spirit has revealed to you. The author of Proverbs admonishes the reader to find wisdom and hold onto it.
As we close this study, we pray this passage over you:
My son, pay attention to what I say; turn your ear to my words. Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; for they are life to those who find them and health to one’s whole body. Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it. Keep your mouth free of perversity; keep corrupt talk far from your lips. Let your eyes look straight ahead; fix your gaze directly before you. Give careful thought to the paths for your feet and be steadfast in all your ways. Do not turn to the right or the left; keep your foot from evil.
—Proverbs 4:20-27
The Lord bless you as you continue to navigate your worldview journey. May you remain committed to ongoing transformation in Christ as you seek to love and influence others!
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