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			Foreword

			Over the last set of decades there has been a dramatic increase of attention being given to the Kingdom of God as both a theological concept and a present-tense eschatological reality. Increasingly, Christ’s dictum that “the Kingdom of God is at hand”, is being vigorously explored by multiplied millions of believers, especially by the evangelized ‘Holy Spirit’ people around the globe. Indeed, the ‘now-and-not-yet’ aspect of God’s Kingdom is becoming a common phrase rather than simply the words of the serious theologians.

			Bruce Billington’s work over the last nearly forty years perfectly typifies my above generalizations. Converted in the seventies, his keen interest in the practical applications of the faith in the real world and especially the social-cultural world, guided his theology towards Christ’s Kingdom. He quickly saw the reality of Christ’s Kingdom coming to and through God’s people to the needs of contemporary mankind. In his context of the religious community he was significantly before his time while garnering a growing following who heard his concerns for Christian relevance. We connected in 1984 at a large conference in New Zealand where I was ministering on the Kingdom of God while Bruce was principally responsible for making the conference happen.

			

			The book you are about to engage well represents Bruce himself: clear thinking, plain speaking, and God-centered. His writing is to the point and stays on point. If the twentieth century was about the person and work of the Holy Spirit, the twenty-first century is likely to be about the Kingdom of God and the discipling of nations. This book is a clear contribution to that process.

			Thy Kingdom Come.

			—Dennis Peacocke—fellow-seeker

			

			1. Eternity begins now

			All who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour have entered a brand new Covenant. Although the preceding covenants, laws, and sacrificial systems all point to it, the New Covenant is totally unique. When we enter it we become a whole new person, a new community, in fact, as N T Wright puts it, a whole new version of the human race.1 All that lies before us in eternity is available to us in the here and now. New Testament teaching urges us to grasp this point and live our lives in this way, a way that has never been known to humanity before.2

			Much of modern eschatology and apocalyptic teaching, has attempted to convince us that this world is under the control of the devil, not God, and that we are to pay no heed to it (the world) because we are soon to be getting out of here. Such teaching has severely crippled the church in its mission for today’s world. To suggest that the church is cheering on the onset of evil, will leave this world in defeat, and so consign those remaining to a well-deserved apocalyptic hell, is a travesty on God and His people. God is about redemption and reconciliation. He put His Son on the cross to rescue humanity from such a hell, not to promote or encourage it. 

			

			This book is about how to live our present life as a brand new person drawing life from a New Covenant. To be able to do this, we must understand how to bring the life of the age to come—best described as the Kingdom of God—into the here and now.3 There is no single chapter in the book dealing with this topic, because this theme permeates them all. So, to help you, the reader, get the most from this book, I will attempt to briefly define the life of the age to come in the paragraphs below. 

			The early chapters of Genesis tell us that we (humanity) were originally created in the image of God. Adam and Eve lost this, Jesus reclaimed it and today we are called to live our lives in the image of Christ who is the exact representation of the invisible God.4 Our salvation experience is the doorway to this new life.5 Although the fullness of this new life will not be fully manifested until the return of Christ, it is essential for us to understand that we should be living today in the light or reality of what we will ultimately become.6

			The Church, as Christ’s bride, is a whole new creation 7 with a whole new mission. Paul teaches in Romans 8 that it is the Church’s role to release the created order from its fallen state and bring it into the freedom of the glory of God.8 God determined that this amazing task would be achieved through the church as a powerful witness to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.9 The benefits to us in this regard are huge. We cannot become a true human being until we join with Christ and embrace the mandate given to us in Genesis 1:27–28, meaning that we embrace the call to the wise stewardship of creation and begin to take it towards its ultimate destiny. It is through this work alone, that we truly get to know the Father and learn what it means to be His son (generic). The power made available to us in Christ and through the Holy Spirit has been provided for this purpose, and the whole created order cries out for us to rise up and be about it.10

			

			In summary, the Church has a dual character, it belongs to two ages. It is the people of the age to come, but it still lives in this present age. In this present age, it will never attain to perfection, but it nevertheless is called to display the life of the perfect order —the eschatological Kingdom of God—in this present age.11

			My hope is that this book will help equip all those who are disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, to properly participate in this realm by embracing this New Age: the new way of life that has been made available to us through the death, resurrection and ascension of Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit. It is about bringing the life of the age to come into the here and now.

			Glossary of terms

			Terminology is challenging. I love certain terms and like to use them extensively, but have been warned by my editors that this may create confusion. So let me specify what I mean by some of the terms that are common in this book. 

			

			Aeon 12

			The Biblical translation of Aeon is a treatment of the Hebrew word olam and the Greek word aion. Both these words have similar meaning, and Young’s Literal Translation renders them and their derivatives as “age” or “age-during.” Other English versions most often translate them to indicate eternity, being translated as eternal, everlasting, forever, etc.13 Although I don’t use this word itself in the book, I am basing much of what I say about the New Age, New Creation or present Kingdom of God, on the reader having at least some understanding of this word. When the Apostle Paul teaches that, in Christ, the old has passed away and the new has come,14 he is speaking of the now-and-not-yet age. This new ‘aeon’ which has dawned with Christ, brings a new creation along with a new version of humanity. The passing of the old does not mean the end of the old age: it continues until Christ’s return. But the old age does not remain intact; the new age has broken in. In Christ there is deliverance from the present evil age 15 and humanity is freed from being conformed to the old age.16 The New Covenant with God has already come into existence 17 and should be expressed by the Church through the lives, character and works, of its members.18

			The Kingdom of God 

			God’s will is done in heaven: His Kingdom brings it to Earth. In the age to come heaven descends to Earth and lifts all of its historical existence to a new level of redeemed life.19 The Kingdom of God is the Messianic rule of God in Christ. This is not to say it did not exist in the Old Covenant. In such events as the Exodus and the captivity in Babylon, God was acting in His Kingly power to deliver or judge His people. However, in some real sense God’s Kingdom came into history in the person and mission of Jesus Christ.20 It began at His resurrection and ascension and will continue until God has put all His enemies under His feet.21 This Kingdom—the perfect rule of God in the world—is the ultimate goal of redemption. It is the now and not yet Kingdom. It is here now but does not come to Earth in its fullness until Christ returns.22 Our mission is to be an expression of it now, to draw the essence of our life and being from it and bring that into every sphere of life.23

			

			The New Age

			The Kingdom of God

			The New Creation or Created Order

			The Kingdom of God

			The City of God

			The Kingdom of God

			The City of Man

			This is an important term to understand in this book. Although it refers to the fallen world, I deliberately made an effort to distinguish this from the kingdom of darkness. Why? Because not all that is in the fallen world is evil or demonically inspired. Not all unsaved people are bad people, hell-bent (pun intended) on expressions of evil. Despite it being true in regard to salvation, we have done God, the world, and ourselves, a big disservice by publicly consigning all people to the distinction of either being saved or damned, with the latter all being evil. There are many wonderful people in the world who don’t know Jesus. Although this does exclude them from being included in the Kingdom of God it does not deny that they often make valid expressions of the Kingdom in their actions and lifestyles, even if unwittingly. 

			

			The Kingdom of Darkness

			The evil that resides in this realm and all that is inspired by Satan. 

			

			2. Christ and His kingdom

			Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them.”—Revelation 21:1–3

			The Christian hope is based on the fact that Christ died, was resurrected, and will ultimately bring His kingdom (a new world) to rule and reign on Earth. Few would dispute this, but what we need to understand is that His kingdom and the life of the age to come is available to us now.24 This is our mission. We are to access the age to come and express it in all that we encounter in our lives. The fulfilment of God’s rule and reign on Earth is a process that began with the Incarnation of Christ. His kingdom is perfect and will ultimately come to Earth in its completeness, at the second coming of Christ. This is why it is sometimes referred to as the ‘now and not yet Kingdom.’ In the time before Christ’s ultimate return, there are two opposing forces at war battling over the planet. 

			

			The life of the age to come is accessible to us all, in Christ now. We are urged to draw our energy, strength, inspiration, conviction and our way of life from this age to come. This is what is meant in Colossians 3 when Paul writes, 

			Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.—Colossians 3:1–3

			In this chapter we will consider how it is designed to apply in the here and now of our life.

			For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son.—Colossians 1:13

			This verse confirms the fact that we have been positioned not just into a whole new way of life, but actually into a whole new Kingdom. We are no longer part of the world we came from. We are now citizens of the Kingdom of God and are empowered to express it. 

			Our mission or mandate as Christians is to reform our framework for living away from the world’s values, and line them up with the way of the Kingdom of God. Sadly this is often not the case. Many Christians are still living out of their old life, defaulting to their former ways and the culture around them. This is why our marriages, work ethics, methods of dealing with disputes, and all sorts of other behaviours cause us so much grief. We often end up falling short of what God has made available for us and overlook the right that He has to expect more from us. Wealth is a common example of this. When the word wealth is mentioned, what is it that comes to mind? We may mistakenly think the answer is money, yet the Biblical description of wealth is far greater. The foundational concept of Biblical wealth begins with the revelation and understanding we have of God. This is followed by the quality of our family and community relationships. Next comes our physical health and spiritual well being (which includes our mental and emotional health), and lastly, the degree of contentment we find in what we have or do not have. Money is included further down this list, but of course it cannot provide any of the above.25 If we operate out of the world’s values, we will wear ourselves out pursuing financial riches, and miss out on what God provided to enrich our lives and benefit His world.

			

			Jesus’ coming to Earth unleashed a transforming power that He intends to flow through our lives into the world around us. Romans 12:2 warns us not to be conformed to this world, but to be transformed by the renewing of our minds, so that we may prove what the will of God is: that which is good and acceptable and perfect. This suggests that worldly wisdom is not sufficient to produce the will of God on this planet, nor is the wisdom of our own minds. Both require renewal for transformation to become possible. We cannot alter the Kingdom of God to suit our lifestyle; we have to alter our lifestyle to suit the Kingdom of God. People who accept God’s way of life and believe it is available now, will experience the transformation of their own life and every arena of life they participate in. Every action in line with this ushers the age to come into the present at a personal, communal and cosmic level. 

			

			The fulfilment of God’s rule and reign on Earth is a process that began with Christ’s birth on Earth. His Kingdom is perfect and will ultimately come to Earth, in its completeness, at the second coming of Christ. What is vital for us to understand today is that the great eschatological event predicted in the Old Testament—the Kingdom of God—has already come. It took place at Christ’s first coming.26 Although this was prophesied in the Old Testament and expected by the Jewish people, the great surprise was that God destined it to come in two stages. The first stage was accomplished with the birth, death and resurrection of Christ. The second, or final stage will be completed at His second coming.

			Our realm of operation is confined to this Earth, not the heavenly realm.27 We are meant to bring what exists in the heavenly realm, down to this planet.28 That is what Jesus meant when He told us to pray, “thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 29 In order to do this, not only do we have to know the spiritual side of His Kingdom, but we also have to know how to apply that spiritual knowledge to the natural world. This begins with our everyday life: our families, marriages, vocations, relationships, etc. It then spreads out into the realms of justice, economics, politics, education, science, media, ecology, medicine, the animal kingdom and all other aspects of our world. How dare we say these things have nothing to do with us! It is these very arenas we are appointed to support and transform, (including nations) according to the ‘great commission’ of Matthew 28:18–20. 

			

			When we engage in conflict with the enemy on this Earth, we are forced to bring the heavenly realm and the natural realm into line with each other. This is exactly what God intended and is one of the reasons that the demonic realm is allowed to be active. But what we must realise here is that this is not the basis of the Biblical story. The Biblical story is a story about hope; the hope that God is always victorious and that His ways remain supreme. So the Biblical narrative is not about Satan or the forces of evil, it is about God, His people and the created order (cosmos), particularly as it is embraced in and through the person of Jesus Christ and, under the New Covenant, in the expression of His Holy Spirit (primarily through His Church). 

			Our problem in regard to worldview (our personal view of life), is that we have tended to look upon the world and its history as an epic struggle between God and the forces of evil, with the Church positioned somewhere in the middle. As a result, the Body of Christ tends to become anonymous to the world. It hunkers down, hoping to survive, or better still, avoid any battle—often with the expectation that God will soon take His people off this earthly scene anyway. This is an unsatisfactory and unfaithful response to the mission of Christ and us as His bride. Some passages of Scripture from 2 Thessalonians and Matthew are worth looking at in this regard. 

			For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming.—2 Thessalonians 2:7–8.

			

			Here is a key question: Who is the one who restrains? It is the force on Earth that restrains evil—the State,30—and the Church is meant to align itself to this restraint by being the pillar and support (or ground) of truth.31 How do we do this? One of the most powerful ways is by interpreting for the world what truth, righteousness, and justice really are. We need to become qualified enough to do this, which means we have to understand how the Kingdom of God relates to Planet Earth. 

			Two opposing forces	

			There are two opposing forces still on this Earth: the exalted Kingdom of God and the defeated domain of darkness. But there is also some ‘neutral’ territory that is up for grabs. Actually it all belongs to God,32 but He allows it to be contested. This ‘neutral’ territory is the world we live in, also referred to as the city of man. The Kingdom of God (or City of God) is based upon God’s Word and Spirit, and is infused with His love and grace. It is pure and without corruption. The world’s system is governed—for better or for worse—by law, reason and the sword. God rules through each of these forms of government, a fact that is commonly misunderstood. Romans 13 explains it clearly when it tells us that we are all subject to the governing authorities, who are ministers appointed by God. This does not mean they are all godly, or that they are even attempting to be. But if we decide to oppose them (hopefully on the basis of their lack of righteousness), we are warned that they do not bear the sword for nothing. We must count the cost of any such action. We may be assured that at the very least, God will hold them accountable on the basis of the application and preservation of the Ten Commandments.33 The stewardship of Earth was given to Adam and Eve, and therefore the rest of humanity who are charged with the duty to produce an optimal way of life and well being. However, this can only be achieved by applying the principles of the Kingdom of God. For this to happen, God’s earthly agent—the Church—must understand how to apply His Word and His Spirit and bring the expressions of love, grace, faith and justice to the realms of this world, so that it can function the way God intended it to.34

			

			This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.—Matthew 24:14 (emphasis added)

			There are two points we need to consider here. The first is that the above passage does not call for a demonstration of the Gospel. It calls for a demonstration of the Gospel of the Kingdom. This is not an exercise in semantics. It is extremely significant. The Gospel tends to be viewed primarily as an evangelistic message. There is no debate that it is the ‘good news’ to those who are perishing, but salvation is not where the good news ends. It is intended to be our birth into a whole new way of living and operation in our world. When we pick Matthew 24:14 up in its entirety (according to the pattern of Scripture)35 and include the word ‘kingdom’, we are forced to understand what the length and breadth of this Kingdom is, and how it should be applied to life on Planet Earth. 

			

			The second point is that Jesus states that the end would come when the Gospel of the Kingdom has been preached as a witness (testimony) to all the nations. It is this Gospel of the Kingdom of God that Christ came preaching. What He declared then must be declared now. The message of the Kingdom is designed to be a witness or testimony. Another description is a display. The Greek word used is maturion, which refers to a demonstration—a living example. Obviously this has to be something that can be seen in action, not just talked about. Our words only have authority to the degree that we are a living example or model of what we are saying. We have to ‘walk the talk’ and live out that which we are claiming as the Way humanity is designed to live. The Church cannot preach anything with power and conviction until its people are a witness to that message—a living, vital expression of it. 

			The book of Acts presents a group of apostles and followers of Jesus who turned the world upside-down during the Roman era. This is because they presented a different view of reality. They provided a living and powerful witness from another king—King Jesus—who presided over another Kingdom. They brought the City of God into the city of man in a demonstration of power, infused with love, not intimidation. We are called to do the same. 

			The Book of Acts also reveals that as we operate out of the city of God while dwelling in the city of man, we will encounter conflict. We are called to war but we must remember that our battle is not against flesh and blood but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.36 This is not to suggest that the battle will not be fought on this planet. In fact, this planet is the very domain that is being contested! But we cannot express the victory Christ gained for us at Calvary with the weapons manufactured by the city of man. We have to use the weapons of warfare provided for us by the Kingdom of God. This will be a recurring theme throughout the pages of this book. Before closing this chapter, it will be useful to consider this whole engagement in its rightful context. 

			

			Armageddon

			For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty. (“Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his shame.”) And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Harmagedon.—Revelation 16:14-16

			What is Armageddon? We are not told specifically, but it is symbolic of the final overthrow of all the forces of evil by the might and power of God. The conflict between good and evil, which Jesus took up on our behalf on the cross, will finish in a final climax where justice and truth—the ways of the Kingdom of God—will emerge victorious, and will elevate and exonerate all those who have placed their faith in Him. In early England, George Fox (1624 – 1691), who helped established the Society of Friends (modern day Quakers), popularised the struggle between good and evil, claiming it was primarily what life on Earth was about. This view was subsequently exported to America during the colonial era. Before Fox’s time, the story of life had never been spoken of in this way. Unfortunately it took hold and became very popular, helped in recent times by Hal Lindsey’s multi million-selling book, The Late, Great Planet Earth and many ensuing works, including the popular Left Behind series by Tim La Haye. Although the authors will concede that their stories are works of fiction, they will advocate that the narrative is based on an accurate interpretation of what the bible says about so-called ‘end times’ events. This could not be further from the truth, and its propagation has had a destructive and debilitating effect on the Church’s true mission of expressing the Kingdom of God in the here and now. 

			

			Allow me to explain. Firstly, by suggesting God struggles with evil and is somewhat restrained by it (at least initially), reduces the holy and righteous God to being only one step above Satan (or even one step behind him), which is a shocking indictment. Secondly, it implies that we, as His Church, train and prepare to actually lose the game of life on this planet and that we will flee in defeat from the Earth with our tail between our legs. Tragically, we actually cheer our enemy on to destroy this life, with the view that when he does so, we can get out of here. A further tragedy of this position is that we tend to view those who are not Christians, as our enemies. We judge and fear them as bad people (sinners), motivated by Satan to constantly attack us and pervert the world. This is an appalling way to view non-Christians. It is ungodly and unloving and has been responsible for untold misery and persecution inflicted by the Church upon the world. It teaches us that the world is a war zone where evil is winning and God’s only response is to remove His people from the Earth while allowing evil to have its way. Love for people or this planet is nowhere to be found here. 

			

			In our call to ‘take up arms’ I am not claiming that we achieve the final victory before Christ returns. Jesus’ wonderful discourse in Matthew 13 tells us about wheat and tares growing up together until the harvest (end) comes and they are separated. But to abdicate responsibility for being an expression of the victory that Christ gained at Calvary is tragic both for us and this planet. In so doing, we fail miserably in carrying out the command to be salt and light in the world.37 The end times theories given above are totally contrary to the Biblical narrative and the unfolding of history that the Scriptures present. Beginning from Genesis 12 with the call and covenant God made with Abraham, the Biblical story, which is the basis of all history, is about the unfolding glory of God in the light of Christ and His people! Nowhere does it say that God has any struggle with Satan. Satan has always been totally under God’s authority. God’s biggest challenge is with the free will He gave all people. The problem is getting us to live for Him so that we rise up to be who He has called us to be and bring the glory of His Son into every aspect of life. Christ is not a King who deliberately leads His people in defeat. He is the King of kings, above any who have come before or will come after. We, in Christ, are the hope and light of the world. We are the expression of God’s glory and the manifestation of all He holds dear. Where is the defeat in that? It is meant to be something victorious and beautiful. We don’t go to heaven; instead it comes here, and with our help.38

			Summary

			Putting all of this into context will help us to proceed with the mission we have been called to carry out. 

			

			1. The Lord Reigns—Psalm 2; Psalm 110

			The whole world is already ruled by Christ and subject to His authority. God has raised Him up, exalted Him and given Him all power over heaven and Earth. Death has been swallowed up in victory in the Kingdom of God.39 As Christians, we are meant to see the world in the light of the resurrection (the new life), and live in the certainty of Christ’s victory. As the Apostle Paul says so beautifully, thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.40

			2. It is About the Earth

			We are meant to bring the heavenly realm to Earth. Because all things are under the rule and reign of Christ we are meant to be an expression of this here on Earth. This means it has to be expressed in all spheres of life—not just our so-called spiritual disciplines. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says that if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things have passed away; behold, new things have come. 

			We will be considering what some of those new things are in the chapters to come.

			

			3. What it means to be a son

			The New or Replacement Covenant

			In Hosea 1 we read that God cancels the Covenant He has made with His people, Israel. He totally disowns them, saying they are no longer His people and He is not their God. They are about to lose everything. However, we know there must be another plan because the original covenant He made with Abraham was unconditional. God had taken it upon Himself to fulfil it. When we come to verse 10 we see that something new is taking place:

			Yet the number of the sons of Israel Will be like the sand of the sea,Which cannot be measured or numbered;And in the place Where it is said to them,“You are not My people,”It will be said to them,“You are the sons of the living God.”—Hosea 1:10

			

			Here God reiterates the promise made to Abraham, affirming that the covenant is still going to be fulfilled. The key to this—and the focus of this chapter—is how He is going to fulfil it. It is going to be based upon sonship. Through Hosea, the prophetic vision of sonship is revealed. God is not abandoning His people; rather He is opening the way for something new; something previously unheard of in human history. 

			Verse 10 bears out a time-honoured truth of the Kingdom of God: God’s judgement is always redemptive. Although Israel deservedly forfeits everything, the way is now opened for a new beginning; the promise of things to come. There is an important underlying principle operating here: that the Old Covenant points towards what the New Covenant fulfils. As we come to the end of the Old Covenant, the book of Malachi sets the scene for a whole new basis of human relationships with both God and humanity. This is reiterated in the last verse of the Old Testament:

			“He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse.”—Malachi 4:6.

			The scene is set for this new relationship and the foundation on which it will be built is established. It will be that of a Father and a son. The model for it is going to be God’s relationship with Christ, but it goes even further than that. From now on, this way of relating will be the key to everything concerning the Kingdom of God. It will be the relationship of a Father (God) with His sons and daughters—us. When Jesus enters this scene and is baptised, the first recorded words we hear from God are: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”42 

			

			There is another significant principle to take note of here. The commendation of the Father comes to the Son before Jesus has done anything. This was the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, not the end. The Father’s pleasure in all of His children is on the basis of who we are, not what we do. 

			Key principle 1:

			Sonship comes before servanthood.

			In Christ, our identity is found in who we are not what we do. God’s love, grace and appreciation is not earned, it is given freely.

			Abba Father

			Jesus’ favourite term for addressing God was “Abba”. This is a very warm Aramaic word that is best translated as “Dear Father”. Nowhere before, in either the Scriptures or Jewish literature, had this word been used to address God. The concept of sonship is unique to the New Covenant. In fact it was understood as being such a close, intimate relationship with God that when Jesus proclaimed it, the Jewish leaders accused Him of blasphemy.43 Their reason was it implies a oneness with God that no one before Christ had ever been given, and in Jewish thinking, a oneness that no one ever could be given. It is very different to being a most favoured people or race. It actually denotes being part of the Trinity. 

			In Matthew 11:27, Jesus claims not only the right to address God as Father, but also the right to introduce Him to us in the same way. This is clearly seen in His teaching on the Lord’s Prayer (“Our Father who…”).44 The Apostle Paul took this wonderful truth and developed it in some depth in Romans 8 and Galatians 4. Paul makes the point that because we too can call God ‘Abba,’ we also share a common sonship and a common inheritance with Him in Christ. It means all that Christ is and enjoys before God is also granted to us. All that He is entitled to, we are entitled to. All the love, grace and favour Christ shares with the Father belong to us as well. God wants nothing less for us than to enter such a relationship with Him. Yes, we are called to serve, and even to enslave ourselves to Him, but only after knowing Him as our Father, the one who has called us forth as sons and daughters. Galatians 3:26 tells us that we are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

			

			Nowhere is this better illustrated than the story of the prodigal son found in Luke 15:11–32. Because it is a well-known story, I will only use a couple of key illustrations for the purpose of this chapter. The son decided to come home after wasting all his inheritance and finding himself working with pigs. His intention in coming home was to ask his father if he could be part of the hired help. 

			“So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.—Luke 15:20

			This is a key turning point in the first half of the parable. Older men in the communities of those days did not run. To do so involved hiking up their robes, which lacks dignity and exposes their legs to public view, which is dishonourable. By embracing and kissing his son he places him back under his protection from the community.45 A very important point to observe here is that the father runs to greet his son, embraces and kisses him before the son offers his confession not after. The father is not stimulated to offer grace by the actions of the prodigal. The grace offered is not conditional—it comes from the Father’s heart and is unconditional. 

			

			“And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’—Luke 15:21

			The son does not ask to become a hired servant because, after such an offer of amazing unconditional grace, any attempt to refuse the restoration, or make any offer of compensation would be an insult. The father’s acceptance is given unconditionally. The son realises he is totally dependant on the father’s mercy. His only appropriate response is “I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” The father’s welcome is clearly an outpouring of grace and a visible demonstration of love. Along with his redemption, it produces a total change of mind in the son. 

			The story goes on to tell us that the older son is indignant. He feels he has been hard done by and refuses to participate in the celebration for the younger son. He reflects a terrible attitude and levels a barrage of criticism at his father and his brother. Again the father reaches out, this time to the older son.46 He begins his appeal by calling the older brother “beloved son.” Any anger from the father is reprocessed into grace at great cost. To respond in such a manner after such hostility is unimaginable. Yet the father does it because he understands the forsakenness of the older son with the same perceptiveness as his dealings with the younger son. He knows the older son is concerned for his rights (which we will later see reflects servanthood, not sonship), and reminds him that he has cared for his needs all his life. He assures the older son that all will not be lost and his younger brother will not be getting everything. All the older son’s privileges and rights are intact.  

			

			‘But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.’”—Luke 15:32

			The rejoicing is compelling: “we had to.” In Luke 15:30, the older brother refers to the prodigal as “your son” to the father. The father does bring a slight rebuke here. He points out to the older son that it is his brother who has been found. The parable finishes with the audience waiting for the older son’s response and it is not given. We will return to this, but first we should look a little further into the role of sonship and the difference between being a son and being a servant. 

			A Relationship not a Concept

			One of the many difficulties we face in accepting and embracing sonship is that we tend to see it as a concept, when in actual fact it is a relationship. There is a considerable difference. To reiterate what we have already stated, the key principle of New Covenant life is that who we are comes before what we do. Although the New Testament teaches extensively about servanthood, we need to understand that God has called us to be sons before He has called us to be servants. And He relates to us primarily on knowing us for who we are, not for what we do. The pleasure He draws from us comes from our being before our doing. Here lies the difference between being driven and being led. People who are driven in the Kingdom of God are normally functioning from the mentality of a servant, not a son. God does commend us for our actions but as Jeremiah 17:10 tells us, He also searches our hearts for the motives that lie behind everything we do. This is to do with our being. 

			

			The main point of difference between sonship and servanthood is very significant, as outlined in the second key principle: 

			Key principle 2:

			Sons receive an inheritance, servants receive wages.

			If we work as servants we are always seeking rewards. If we work as sons we are seeking to build up the inheritance, knowing that we are joint heirs of it. The rewards, although beneficial, take on a much lesser importance. Here are some insightful questions to answer:

			How often have you done something and then expected the Lord to bless you because of it? 

			How often have you consciously or unconsciously sought rewards or acknowledgment from people or from God, for your actions or activities? 

			This is the heart of a servant. Sons (and daughters) do not need to be rewarded because they know they will be the ultimate heirs to all things. What share they receive now is of very little importance in comparison to the long-term return. Here are some personal examples to illustrate this. 

			

			I grew up in a farming community. It was interesting to notice the difference between the hired help and those who were the sons of the landowner. The hired help would put in a good eight hours a day and then want to go home. Fair enough, that’s all they were being paid to do. But the sons had a different mindset. If, at the end of a hard day’s work, it was discovered that there was a hole in the fence at the far end of the property, the sons would go and fix it. Why? Because if the stock went missing, it was their inheritance that was going to be affected.

			I ran my own business with a staff of twenty for many years. My staff were great people but frequently, upon doing a final check through the factory before going home, I would discover a light or heater left on, a door not properly secured, or a machine left running. The difference between my staff and me was that such things affected my inheritance, but they did not affect the staff’s wages. It is rare that a servant will ever think like a son. The two are such different concepts by way of relationship, life or business. Sonship comes only through birth or adoption; we come into sonship with God through the same means.47 Understanding this process requires a considerable mindset shift but it will change our whole relationship with God and how we live our lives if we embrace it.

			So What Are Wages? 

			Wages include such things as popularity, acceptance, self-glorification, fame, materialism, financial rewards, promotion, healing, power and anointing. Some of these things may be okay in themselves, but they should not be what motivate us or what we receive our identity from. One day we will all be fully healed and restored. We will not have to worry about money because the streets we live in will be paved with gold.48 Revelation 21:7 says, He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son. Significantly, the final consummation of the ages will bring us into the ultimate relationship with God: that of a son. Our motivation then—as it should be now—will come from being sons and daughters of the King, and out of that relationship, we will live with passion for His Kingdom. Sonship is the ultimate state for humanity and the ultimate role that can be entered into with God. 

			

			Sonship is About Maturity

			And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise. Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father. So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world. But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.—Galatians 3:29 – 4:5 

			This passage of Scripture outlines what we can expect to receive on Earth. Firstly it tells us that none of the people of Israel ever came into sonship in the time of the Old Covenant. All that God had for them was kept under managers and guardians until Christ came. Before Christ opened the door for His people to come into the fullness of the presence of God, sonship was not available. God could not receive us into sonship until we had been made pure. So, although sonship is now available to all believers, we cannot enjoy it if we are not in relationship with Christ. 

			

			Let’s look more closely at Galatians Chapter 4.

			Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.—Galatians 4:1–2

			Unless we come to a place of maturity, God cannot give us all He has for us because it would bring harm to ourselves and others. While we are still children, God keeps much of what He has for us under managers and guardians. If your 8-year-old son inherits a BMW car from his uncle, he (your child) is the rightful owner of it. But are you going to let him drive it? Hopefully not, both for his sake, and for the sake of the other road users. As a responsible parent, you are not going to let him drive it until he is mature enough to do so. You will take over the management or guardianship of it in the meantime. God works the same way with us. Our level of maturity determines what He allows us to have, even though we are the rightful heirs of it all in Christ. 

			So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.—Galatians 4:3

			We will not overcome the things of the world as children. We have already seen this in a previous chapter from 1 John 2:13. We can know the Father as children, but we are not mature until the Word of God abides in us and we know how to overcome the evil one. Note that these things are formative stages of our growth, not signs of full maturity. 

			

			But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.—Galatians 4:4–5

			The fullness of time is now. The Son has come, so we can now receive full adoption. In this regard our goal is to be able to be trusted with as much as possible in this life, rather than discover later all the things we could have had but never did because our lack of maturity prevented them from ever being released to us. 

			Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”—Galatians 4:6 

			Nothing in Christianity is better than this. The Holy Spirit within us cries out from our hearts, “Abba.” We come to know God as Father. He takes us into His confidence, shares with us His mysterious ways and calls us to work with Him on our inheritance. 

			Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.—Galatians 4:7

			Isn’t this great? It is an unspeakable privilege and prize of life; the very fulfilment of life. This is the ultimate place to come to. Everyone’s inner being is crying out for this, yet so few actually lay hold of it. It is worth every sacrifice that we ever have to make to get there. 

			

			But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?—Galatians 4:9 

			We must not let anything of this world rob us of the precious gift of sonship. The prophets of old could only look to this day and dream.49 It was not available to them, yet it is freely given to us.

			A common obstacle 

			The comment is often made in modern times, that it is not appropriate to use the Fatherhood/sonship model to describe our relationship with God because there are so many people today who have either had very bad fathers or no fathers at all. The point is very valid, probably more so in this age than ever before. 

			However, Scripture does not teach that the role of any father is meant to be an example of the Fatherhood of God. If you had a bad father or you did not have one at all, then I am sorry. I have a wonderful father, but he isn’t a patch on God as a Father. I am the father of two wonderful children (now married adults) whom I love dearly and wanted to be perfect for. However, I am aware of many failings and shortcomings in my role as their father. This is why we all need a Saviour. 

			

			All fathers, no matter how great they might be, fall short of the glory of God. Despite this, the principles of true fatherhood are not only eternal and always relevant, but they appeal to everybody. What are these deeply desired attributes? There are so many we could mention but here is a short list of some of them: faithful love and care; generosity and thoughtfulness; constant availability with undivided attention; skilful in training us; fervent in protecting us; wise in guidance; helping us to grow in maturity, integrity, and uprightness; everyday the same. This is to name just a few. Everybody loves these attributes; they express the essence of fatherhood and God is always there to provide them to anyone who will approach Him in sincerity and love. 

			Without a doubt, these qualities are examples that God wants us, as fathers, to master. That said, it is unlikely He is worried that any of us will push Him into second place for Father of the Year! God has already given us a clear Earthly model of Fatherhood in its entirety. He came to Earth and demonstrated it Himself in the person of Jesus Christ; there is no other human example needed. Throughout life, no one can hope to constantly produce these things without drawing them from a relationship with Him. If you had a good father you can say: “My Dad was great, but God is more so.” If you had a bad father, forgive him and thank God that in Him you now have a perfect Father who will never leave or forsake you. Our role is to strive to be one with Him and allow Him to be our Father by being His sons and daughters. He wants to help us with that. We can be assured that we are created to experience the unconditional love of the Father, it is wired into our DNA. God is the perfect model and pattern of Fatherhood and He is looking for those who will truly be sons and daughters to Him. 

			

			The parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15 is intriguing in that it finishes abruptly. We are not told of the older son’s response to his father’s appeal to him, nor do we find out how the whole story ends. Why? Because Jesus places His audience on stage for the finale (a common feature of parables). The questions the story leaves us asking are:

			
					What is my response to the Father’s actions in this parable?

					What am I going to do in response to the Father’s entreaty and the message given in this account?

					Am I going to be a Son or a servant? 

			

			The goal of the Holy Spirit is to bring all those who have been born again, into true sonship with the Father. This qualifies us as heirs of God and fellow-heirs with Christ, working together for His purposes in His Kingdom. 

			

			4. The role of the Holy Spirit

			The Holy Spirit is a person

			For us to live in the New Age we have to embrace the power of God. A key part of this is establishing a right relationship with the Holy Spirit, which we will examine in this chapter. 

			It is important to understand that the Holy Spirit is a person —not an ‘it.’ So often He is referred to as an ‘it’ by saying “I got filled with the Holy Spirit and it brought a lot of changes to my life.” Actually an ‘it’ could not do this—only a ‘He’ can. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity. He is living and active; He is one with God; He loves, lives, thinks, works and grieves. This is important, not only in regard to the honour and respect that He is due, but also for us to get our relationship with Him right. If the Holy Spirit is a person, then we need to build a relationship with Him. He should not be considered to be an event that happens once, or even occasionally, during our lifetime. Although the day any of us got filled with the Holy Spirit is a special occasion, it is very sad if this great blessing is seen as an historical event only. God intended the Holy Spirit to allow Him to have a much deeper relationship with us personally. A good illustration of this may be a couple’s wedding day. This day should be seen and treasured as a wonderful occasion, but the hope is that it is moving them into a relationship that is far deeper and intended to extend well beyond just the day the ceremony took place. 

			

			Despite how powerfully the Holy Spirit may have come into our lives at the beginning, it is possible for us to lose this relationship and consign it to history rather than experience Him as an ongoing joy. God’s intention in sending the Holy Spirit was that we would get to know Him, love Him, and allow Him to constantly transform us to the image of Christ. Because He is a living being, we can grieve Him, hurt Him and quench His work in our lives. We can also become insensitive to His voice by ignoring or refusing to respond to His promptings.50 Like any relationship, the more we invest into it the stronger it gets, but it is intended to be a heart response, not just a discipline. Many folk in the Christian world today say they are restless and seeking something more than what they are currently getting from their journey. This is healthy. The Holy Spirit makes us restless so we will continue to seek and embrace more of the new life that He came to bring us. But let’s consider this to be an ongoing expectation—one that we should bring with us whenever we gather together. It is the expectation that provokes the new life to come. 

			Jerusalem, stand up! Shine! Your new day is dawning. The glory of the LORD shines brightly on you.—Isaiah 60:1 (CEV)

			This new day the prophet Isaiah is heralding is the coming of the Kingdom of God, which Jesus brought to Earth with Him.51 It comes to our community when we express it through our lives. The process of transformation (or sanctification) is about us reaching into the future and embracing a new life, one that Jesus has made available to us as believers, for today. The Holy Spirit is more than just a down payment on this future.52 It is His role to express it through us in all of life today.53

			

			“...and it shall be in the last days,” God says, “that I will pour forth of my spirit on all  mankind; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; even on my bondslaves, both men and women, I will in those days pour forth of my spirit and they shall prophesy.”—Acts 2:17–18

			The Christian community at Pentecost recognised this sudden and powerful arrival of the Holy Spirit as being the fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy.54 The last days referred to here began at the day of Pentecost. This is important to us both individually and as a community today. It brings an equality not possible in any other situation. All people—the weak and the strong, male and female, the young and the old—all get to receive the Holy Spirit which then means all can operate on the same level of spirituality and embrace this new life together. The Holy Spirit is no respecter of age, culture, gender differences or social distinctions. If we focus only on our differences in all these areas, we fail to see what we have in common. The Holy Spirit living within us gives us the wisdom to speak and minister to one another in a way that transcends all differences, bringing an uncommon unity to any community. As Christ’s bride, we have to lose our hearts of stone and our intolerances of one another. We claim (rightly) that the Holy Spirit gives us a heart of flesh, yet so often we fail to, or refuse to resolve our differences. In my experience, the main contributor to this failure is a lack of humility. The battleground around each person’s perceived territory is often defended fiercely. This is not passion. It is actually hard heartedness and as such it cannot embrace or express the new life we are meant to experience. It is in contradiction to the principles of love outlined in 1 Corinthians 13—part of which says: 

			

			Love does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered...—1 Corinthians 13:5

			The Holy Spirit and charisma

			I believe that no matter what our life circumstances are, the Holy Spirit offers us transforming power to bring resurrection life into every situation we face. As Paul said in 1 Corinthians,

			Only, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as God has called each, in this manner let him walk.—1 Corinthians 7:17

			Although speaking in the context of divorce and remarriage, Paul is making a generic statement that what belongs to each individual is very different and varied but is still a valid expression of the Holy Spirit and has a specific value as we come together as a community. Further on in verse 20, Paul tells us to remain in the condition we were in when we were called (whether slaves, free, single, divorced, etc). If we can change our situation for the better, fine. If not we need to accept that it is where God has us for now. It is beyond dispute that the spiritual gifts such as prophecy, word of knowledge, discernment of spirits and the others are all of immeasurable value and are very important to the body of Christ. But the Holy Spirit did not come to bring the gifts only, or even mostly. He came to bring us new life. This is an amazing gift and power that is never limited to any situation we find ourselves in. The apostle Paul teaches that whatever situation we may be in—single, married, work, sport, college or University, black, white, even if we are bound in slavery—the Holy Spirit can bring new life to us. 

			

			The whole of our life is now able to become a charismatic experience. We do not need to seek a so-called ‘higher spiritual experience.’ The whole of bodily and earthly life is designed to become a new spiritual experience when we are born again. The prophet Joel prophesied that the Holy Spirit would be poured out on all flesh.55 This includes natural, social, political and physical realms. No sphere is excluded. In doing so He has said goodbye to all elitism. He does not limit his manifestations to the spiritual realm only, nor to those who may be perceived as the spiritual superstars. Everything He produces is for you and me because it is about who He is, not about who we are. We have to embrace this and He is right here waiting for us to do so. We should see evidence of Him in politics; in the peace movement; in the concerns of the environment; in justice and education and other such places. We must never again be allowed to turn any Christian movement into a non-political, private religion and claim the anointing is only for the elite amongst us. Let’s now go to some examples of how His power is expressed. 

			

			The manifestation of His power

			For us to live in the Kingdom of God we have to embrace the power of God. A key part of this is establishing a right relationship with the Holy Spirit. 

			He said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon answered and said, “Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I will do as You say and let down the nets.” When they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish, and their nets began to break; so they signalled to their partners in the other boat for them to come and help them. And they came and filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus’ feet, saying, “Go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man!”—Luke 5:4–8

			The men in this story are not recreational fishermen. They have been fishing all their lives to earn their living so they fully understand how the system works when it comes to fishing. Peter’s response in verse 8 makes it clear he has realised that a power completely outside of the laws of this world has just been manifested in the midst of their ordinary lives; something that was not subject to the laws of nature, but far surpassing these things. At this point, we read that Peter and his companions are now prepared to leave everything else behind and follow Him.56 

			When we are born again, we enter a Kingdom that transcends the power, limits and laws of the world. In this new ‘dimension’ we are not bound by the things that bind the world and we are given the power, in Christ, to exceed anything that can be done in the natural. Our major challenge is that because we are so influenced by the world, we naturally default to what the world has taught us (through our upbringing, education and life experiences) to the point where we often find ourselves just living a ‘sanctified’ version of the world’s system. What caused Peter to be awestruck when out fishing was that he saw a demonstration of power that outshone anything his best efforts could ever produce. He went on to become a participator and demonstrator of this new way of life, and consequently those he came in contact with were changed forever. 

			

			A wonderful demonstration of this is found in Acts 3 when Peter is confronted by a lame man requesting money. The man sought something from this world that could only offer him temporal help at best, but Peter brought him something far greater from the age to come. The man was healed and restored to live more than a normal life. He was empowered supernaturally. We can only imagine what he went on to achieve. This is the Kingdom that is intended to invade the real world. Although we often refer to it as being supernatural we need to see that it is designed to invade the tangible world, just as it was first manifested to Peter in what he did naturally (fishing). This is significant. It has never been the intention of the Holy Spirit to limit His work to any areas. The gifts of the Spirit are designed to function in every sphere of life—including the natural, physical world. 

			We could use many examples but an item from London’s Global Post will serve as a fitting illustration. In a desire to help the war on waste, London has installed talking trash cans designed to discourage street litter. They sing opera or Abba, say “hello,” and sometimes even burp. The article proposes that,

			

			Twenty-five of the specially designed trash cans will be dotted around central London and five in Liverpool from October, 2011. [The] ambition is to actually make people care about the place where they live and we want to do that by using fun as a way to bring the best out in people.57

			Interactive bins have already had success in parts of Europe. In Sweden a talking bin collected three times more rubbish than a standard one nearby.

			These brilliant solutions are the sorts of things that the Holy Spirit came to inspire, and Christians should be at the forefront of such creative thinking. Such ideas are meant to be common expressions of the new life Christ gained for us. His motivation and inspiration should be seen in all aspects of our lives and not confined just to the spiritual realm. Although it requires faith in Christ to enliven the world with His power, it is not meant to be hard. This is what we have been anointed and set aside for. The problem is that we perceive that God’s power only applies to special people with a special anointing. That is not the case. If you are filled with the Holy Spirit, you should be doing things that you could never do before, and His empowerment should be obvious in our everyday life. The separation between the spiritual and the natural is largely a myth and presenting life in this way fails to acknowledge many people who are doing great things in their so-called secular life, unaware that it is the Holy Spirit who is working through them in a powerful, but very natural way. Once we understand this, we have a game that the whole body of Christ can participate in—not just a few chosen or specially anointed individuals. This understanding is vital if we are going to change our communities and culture in the way we need to. 

			

			The issue of faith

			Romans 12:3 tells us that God has allotted to each person their own measure of faith. We certainly can strengthen and sharpen this by soaking ourselves in worship, His Word and His ways, but we cannot manufacture it. When we tell people things aren’t happening because of their lack of faith, all we are doing is putting them under condemnation. It is unacceptable because that is not the way faith is designed to work. Simply put, this way of expressing faith is based on the assumption that we can do or gain things—like manufacturing more faith—without any reference to God. He will never allow that. His ways are higher than ours and He operates with a much bigger picture in mind than we can be aware of. We must allow each person their own journey of faith and if in a position to walk with them, encourage them to seek what God’s will may be in their particular situation.

			We are told that if we have faith the size of a mustard seed, we can move mountains into the sea.58 I do believe this is meant literally. However, I have not yet met anyone who has been able to achieve it. The reason is simple. God does not want us shifting the landscape around to suit ourselves. I enjoy climbing mountains, but I don’t want anyone to cast one into the sea when I am on it. However let us be assured, if God wants it in the sea and we give the command, it will take place immediately. This applies to every aspect of life including healing, deliverance, and everything else that is put in the faith category. Here is an excellent quote from Jürgen Moltmann. 

			

			Faith isn’t something special, cut off from everything else; it is the trust in life, which finds utterance in all the ways in which we express life.59

			In my opinion, the manifestation of the power gifts is the easy part of Christianity. God will empower us when He wants someone healed, set free, convicted, astounded or overwhelmed. When that happens they will recognise a power beyond anything this world can manifest. And we will say, “Yes, but this power did not come from me, it’s because I am in Christ. And it was for His glory and for your benefit.” We can then invite them to sign up for the same thing because God who is no respecter of men, has made himself available to everyone.

			If we are tuned in to the Holy Spirit, He will tell us when to do something, how to do it and how to follow it up. He never intended this to be complicated. Our required level of faith is just to step out, believing He is willing to work through us. It is more about being bold than having faith. The point I am trying to make is that in all these situations we don’t have discretionary power; we manifest the power of God. Yes, it comes from the Holy Spirit within us, but it flows at God’s discretion not ours. Nothing will change this. 

			Understanding this brings release. Suddenly we see that the gifts of the Spirit are just that, gifts, and not the things we need to be working hardest at. They come naturally and are given by God for His glory in any given situation He chooses. This means they don’t just belong to spiritual superstars. Ordinary folk like you and me can expect them to be made manifest in our lives. What we have to be working hardest at, with the help of the Holy Spirit, is the fruits i.e. being changed from one degree of glory to another in order to become more Christlike.  

			

			Healing the sick

			Without a doubt, healing the sick is of vital importance in Jesus’ testimony of the dawning of the Kingdom of God—not only for Him but also for us. 

			“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, freely give.”—Matthew 10:8

			The experience of healing, both in physical and mental illnesses is an important part of the Kingdom of God. The Gospels and the book of Acts give extensive evidence that when God expresses His power over creation, darkness is forced to flee and this obviously includes sickness. Often the question is raised, “why aren’t we seeing more healing?” This is a very complex subject, well beyond this book, and has a degree of mystery around it that I am not convinced anyone has yet solved. However, I am convinced we would see many more people healed if we shifted our emphasis away from the view that divine healing is beyond the norm, that it is somehow ‘super spiritual.’ If we believe God is who He says He is, and that He has all power, then divine healing is not based on some out-of-reach ‘miraculous’ concept at all. It is what we should expect in our everyday life, because for us the Kingdom of God has already dawned. When we receive healing, our life is renewed. There is no sickness in the Kingdom of God and it is from here that we are meant draw our sustenance. 

			

			As we begin to grasp this, we may need to ask, “How does Jesus heal?” The prophet Isaiah answers this well:

			But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.—Isaiah 53:5

			Healing is the restoration or redeeming of a corrupted life and community. Jesus does not heal so much by expressing His Lordship over sickness. He heals by embracing our sicknesses. It is through His wounds that we are healed. In other words, Jesus gives us Himself. Jesus heals us by restoring our relationship with God and putting things back into the order they were meant to be in. However this can be conditional upon expressing some other Kingdom traits. We may have to request or offer forgiveness; make restitution; go on a diet; take some medication; have an operation; get a different job or just rest up. Any of these channels are a legitimate part of the healing process the Holy Spirit may choose to apply. If the method of healing Christ chose was His own brokenness and suffering it means that in suffering and death God’s fellowship came down into what we call our ‘God-forsakenness.’ Responding to this Paul said, “power, or strength is made perfect in weakness.”60 

			This verse makes it clear that Paul expects there to be people in the Christian community who will be sick and carrying weaknesses about in their body. It will include people who will be poor and oppressed, people who are in prison and people who are in hard times. Each one of these people has their own role and part to play in the Body of Christ. Disabled people; crippled people; people born with, and carrying birth defects; and those who are disabled socially or mentally can all make a valid contribution to the Body of Christ—just as they are. We need to call them into our communities and rather than telling them that they will be healed when they get enough faith, we need to welcome and embrace them in their current state. When we do this their dignity is elevated and that is often a huge healing on its own. Many who call themselves Charismatics (as I do) have tended to treat these people like lepers or faith failures, which is why so few would ever come near us and still don’t today. Whenever the splendour of God’s love falls on a life it begins to shine, despite the circumstances it is in and we need to honour that.

			

			1 Corinthians 14 encourages us to earnestly desire spiritual gifts, but to pursue love. We need to recognise the difference here between what we desire and what we pursue because the whole expression and integrity of the Kingdom of God rests upon it. The gifts are not the essence of the Kingdom of God—they are an expression of it. It goes without saying that we should be using them and expressing them, since we are warned to avoid those who hold to a form of godliness, but deny its power.61 However, as Paul reminds us, we are only a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal if we have all the gifts but no love, grace or integrity.62 In the past, our chastisement of those who are not healed (accusing them of lacking faith) has been an expression of anything but love. The reality of the Kingdom of God, including the role of the Holy Spirit, is to draw us into an ongoing encounter and expression of Christ’s love on Earth.

			

			The true power of the new life

			That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.—Philippians 3:10–11

			1. The Power of the Resurrection

			The true power of what we are called to, and the true expression of the Holy Spirit is that we are enabled to live a whole new life. The Apostle Paul seeks to know experientially the power of Christ’s resurrection. He is not thinking only of the divine power that raised Christ from the dead (although it is certainly evident in the expression of the gifts), he is also thinking of the power of the resurrected Christ now operating in the believer’s life. This power enables us to live a whole new life—to draw our life source from the age to come. This calls us to an entirely new level of reality, a higher level than humanity is currently living or operating by. Humanity today lives out of a fallen nature. Once a person is born again and filled with the Holy Spirit, he or she is able to embrace a redeemed life source and demonstrate a whole new life. This is so powerful and life changing, those around him or her are able to see the reality of it and seek it for themselves. This is the essence of Matthew 24:14 which tells us that the gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come. The Kingdom of God does not originate from the fallen world and is not founded upon the things of this world. When we are born again we are able to draw all our resources from the life of the age to come and bring them into the here and now.63 We are meant to be doing the things the world cannot do. It gets back to the question: What are you doing today that you could not do without the power of the Holy Spirit? 

			

			2. The Fellowship of His Sufferings

			It is frequently through our afflictions, trials, or difficulties that the way is opened up for us to receive Christ’s blessings. We are told that if we die with him, we shall also live with him; if we suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him.64 These words are not intended to produce fear. The afflictions this, and many other New Testament passages refer to, are simply anything that requires us to overcome our selfish nature, desires or will. This is the meaning of suffering here. Some of these things are inward and some are external. Some are attacks from the enemy or the world and some are our own struggles with sin and temptation. Obviously these are not small matters. We all struggle against our own fallenness and we all face some serious hindrances that would seek to pull us out of our knowledge of Christ and our walk with Him. For us to become like Him we have to wrestle constantly with this and seek to embrace such a complete identification with Him that the fallen life within us is put to death.65 This is an ongoing process and is intended to bring us into an ever-increasing conformity to Christ.66 If we claim to have died with Him and have risen with Him we must demonstrate this truth by a separation from our old life and a continual walking in the power supplied by Christ’s resurrection. It is this journey that defines our suffering in whatever form it comes in. The power of a resurrected life comes most powerfully to us through this process. 

			

			Conclusion

			Where is your life in the Kingdom of God at today? How much of it have you brought into your everyday reality? Try it by laying hands on the sick and crippled by all means, but also try it when you are ‘out fishing’—going about your daily business. It was there that the Kingdom of God transformed Peter’s life. Continually living from the life of God’s Kingdom comes about by being God conscious in every area He has us in. If we make ourselves available to Him, He will do the rest. If you are born again, you have already signed up for this. The challenge now is to go and live it.

			

			5. The realm of Satan

			D-Day, not V-Day

			The Scriptures clearly teach that at the cross of Calvary, Satan was totally defeated; there is no more to come (except his final execution). There is no battle going on between God and Satan. Jesus has always had all authority over all things, including Satan. Calvary’s victorious purpose was to restore that authority to us as Christ’s representatives and envoys in the cosmos (created order). So what does this mean for Satan? For those who understand war terms, we live in between D-Day 67 and V-Day.68
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			We are warned that Satan will continue to put up resistance. At present we are in the mopping up stage. Our ultimate victory is assured but yet to be fully realised. 

			Revelation 20 talks about Satan being bound. It was Jesus’ victory on the cross that ensured that. The Greek word is deo which means to bind or tie and is a term frequently used for tying up or securing an animal, usually with a rope.70 This definition can help us greatly here. A useful illustration is that of a dog on a chain. If we go out of the safe zone and enter the territory within the chain the dog is easily able to maul us. For the believer, the way to avoid danger is to stay within God’s boundaries. There is great wisdom in the Scriptures about how we can accomplish this. Here are four important concepts. 

			1. Staying Within the Boundaries

			Jude verses 20–21 warn us to stay in the place where the love of God can reach us. This requires us to be obedient, to pursue righteousness and to love truth. 

			We are given a wonderful example of this in the Gospel of John. With Herod on the offensive and the Jewish leaders demanding He be stoned to death for blasphemy, Jesus sought refuge and crossed the Jordan River to Bethany.71 However, He then made plans to return to Judea to raise Lazarus from the dead.72 The disciples were confused, knowing full well the danger that recently caused him to withdraw was still very present. Jesus explained the difference was that now the Spirit of God was calling Him back.73 The point here was that Jesus would not enter enemy territory unless He knew God was calling Him to do so. 

			

			2. A Love For Truth

			And with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness. —2 Thessalonians 2:10–12.

			This passage talks about Satan’s activity and deceiving spirits and gives us a clear insight into one of the few arenas Satan can use his power in. Do you have a love for truth? Do you want to know the truth, in spite of how unpalatable it may be? What if it shatters some of your own theories or concepts? And what if you discover you were wrong? If we do not have a love for truth we are open to be deceived. Satan is then able to delude and derail us. This doesn’t just apply to individuals; it also applies to churches, communities and nations. We should continually ask God to reveal truth to us, not as we would like to see it, but as He sees it. It is sobering to read how the Pharisees observed all the incredible miracles of Jesus and said “we better do away with him quick or everyone will be following Him.”74 They never stopped to consider that maybe He is the truth, that maybe He is the Messiah. God help us because that same potential to deny or reject the truth is also in us.

			3. A Love of the Light

			This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.—John 3:19

			

			If we receive the Word of God and the light of the Gospel, we can walk freely in the knowledge and power of Christ, and Satan cannot touch or harm us. We have to love the light. John reminds us that our evil deeds hide us from the love of the light. There are some people who prefer darkness to light and this places them at Satan’s disposal. The power of the light is that it exposes everything that is in the darkness. Sometimes we have things we want to keep hidden but in the long term this puts us at risk. As we have already seen in John 11, Jesus walked in the light and declared that Satan couldn’t touch him.75 It is the same for us today. Satan is bound.76 He will still be on the attack but, as Peter describes him, he is only like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.77 Acting like a lion is very different than being one. In this context his only power is to be an impostor who can merely bluff, threaten and intimidate. 

			4. Exercising Our Authority

			Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.—James 4:7 (emphasis added)

			Unfortunately the first part of this verse (humbly submitting to God), is often overlooked. The power of the verse relies on submission to God as the first step in the process. It should come as no surprise that true obedience finds much opposition from the devil. Ever since the fall, living a godly life is a combination of the perfection of grace and constant conflict with sin. We must remember that Satan is like a pirate who will not bother to set upon vessels that have no treasure—just as beggars do not need to fear the thief. Satan targets those who are seeking to be, and to bring, an expression of the Kingdom of God upon the Earth. However, it is here that Satan must be the most careful (or fearful). He uses deception to avoid rousing the power of those who have the power of the Holy Spirit within them. In Luke 11:21 there is a warning to him. It declares that When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. Sometimes he will buffet us with dreadful suggestions, and at other times with worldly temptations. When we are moving in the will of God we can expect to have Satan suggesting lazy or discouraging thoughts and ungodly advice, which is why we must renew our minds daily. However in all of these areas he remains under the jurisdiction of God. He desires to sift us like wheat but he must first ask permission.78

			

			Being tempted by Satan does not mean God has forsaken us. Actually, these conflicts are aimed at those who are walking in the ways of the Lord, not those who are lukewarm in their faith. Satan tried this even with Christ himself.79 The Apostle Paul was constantly troubled with one of Satan’s messengers.80 Many of the best-known saints have been exercised with the sorest conflicts. When the thief breaks into the house, it is not to take away coal but jewels. We do people such a disservice when we don’t train them in this regard. One of Satan’s chief temptations for humanity is pride. Therefore, when James speaks of submission, he immediately adds, “resist the devil.”81 It was pride that caused Satan’s downfall and he knows it will have the same effect upon us if we embrace it. For this reason we need to vigilantly guard our thoughts and beliefs regarding any skills or gifts we have, or what we have been able to achieve. A story in Scripture gives a helpful insight into all of this. 

			

			The storm

			The story of the storm in Mark chapter 4 is interesting. Jesus was asleep in the boat when a storm came up that was fierce enough to make even the most seasoned fishermen amongst them terrified. They cried out to the Lord and accused Him of being indifferent to their situation. Jesus rebuked the storm and then told them off.82 It is not hard to imagine their reason for being afraid, so why did Jesus tell them off? The key to this lies in understanding what was on the other side. A demon-possessed man was controlling the whole territory—the country of Gerasenes. And through him, Satan had full control of this territory. The demon-possessed person was a man Satan used to get his job done. This imitates a key principle that God utilises. He looks for faithful people to work through and bring about His plans. In fact the Scriptures are really about God working with His people to bring His will upon Earth.83

			In this story, Satan did everything He could to prevent the disciples from coming into what he viewed as his territory. But the fact is, it was never his territory, it all belongs to God. Jesus rebuked the storm knowing it had been caused by Satan.84 It is important to note that the disciples were going where Jesus commanded them, which means they were walking in the will of God (in the light). So if we know from the outset that God has commissioned us, then we are operating in His full authority and we have unrestricted access to His power. In these cases we should proceed with faith and boldness. 

			Although Satan’s attacks may be inevitable, we are not meant to tolerate them. We are called go on the offensive against them and we have been given powerful tools to do that.85 Certainly we need discernment at all times. Sometimes we blame the devil for a whole lot of things that he is not even involved in because he wouldn’t waste his time. But other times we think a testing time we are experiencing is from God when it is actually an attack that we should rebuke. The storm was a ploy the enemy used in an attempt to stop the disciples crossing the lake. Jesus was annoyed with the disciples because they tolerated something from the devil that they could have, and should have, dealt with themselves. Too often we cry out to God to come and deal with a situation for us that is a direct attack upon our life or work, when He has already empowered and equipped us to deal with it ourselves. God expects us to be reliant on Him but not to be like babies, unable to handle any form of responsibility. A sign of maturity, according to 1 John 2:14 is that we have learnt to overcome Satan. If we are to go forward we must understand our own level of authority and properly steward what God has given us and called us to. Jesus wants us to stand firm and not be buffeted or violated by the storms of the devil. 

			

			1 John 3:8 tells us that the Son of God appeared on Earth to destroy the works of the devil. This was obvious at His first coming because He states in John 12:31 that judgement has now come and that Satan will be cast out. Luke 10:18 records Jesus saying that He has just seen Satan fall from heaven. This is further described in Revelation 12:7–11. Satan no longer has access face to face with God, as he did in the days of Job. The war is fought in heavenly places indicating it is spiritual in nature, but it is fought on and for planet Earth and is primarily about Satan’s quest for the hearts, souls and minds of people. As we have seen, Satan holds the power to deceive, confuse, and even empower people just as he did with the demon-possessed man. But he cannot rule or run society directly. Only men and women, with or without Christ, have been given the authority to do that, so Satan must somehow work through them. 

			

			The victory on the cross has never been about one powerful being (Christ) defeating another powerful being (Satan) in a cosmic struggle of strength versus strength. That is the stuff fantasy movies like Star Wars are made of. Jesus has always been King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and Satan cannot challenge that. The victory of the cross is about how holiness, righteousness and love have triumphed over evil and will always ultimately do so. Of course Satan is still hostile and active and still harasses and attacks the church. That’s why we are told in Ephesians 6:10–18 to put on the armour of God and pray and persevere. The reason that Satan is still left with power is because God is still using him for His purposes and will continue to do so until the second coming of Christ. Jesus gained the victory for us, but it is we (as the representative of Christ’s seed), who are called to appropriate it. Our task or calling is to stay within the boundaries of God’s love, will and purpose; walk in the light; renew our minds; and then move boldly into the war zone—whenever we are called to—knowing that there is an enemy out there but that the ultimate victory has already been won. Here is our assurance: 

			When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.—Colossians 2:15

			Before finishing this chapter, it will be useful to look at the issue of sin. 

			

			Over the course of history, the struggle against sin has produced far too many failures in the Body of Christ. What we have to learn is that the key to defeating sin is not to resist it but to hate it.86 The Apostle Paul tells us to hate what is evil and cling to what is good.87 Why hate rather than resist? Because hate takes offensive action, whereas resistance only defends. Freedom comes when we hate our sin so much that we will do anything to be free from it. How do we come to hate sin? By seeing it as God sees it. The request for His viewpoint should be a regular part of our prayer life. 

			But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.—James 1:14–15

			Sin is first conceived in the mind. That is why our minds must be renewed, which is the subject of Chapter 7. Something we must accept is that being subject to the temptation of sin is going to continue for us until the Lord returns. The Bible tells us that even Jesus was tempted in all things (yet without sin).88 We all, on a daily basis, experience thoughts and desires that are ungodly. The issue is not the invasion of these evil desires or thoughts, although it is always good to look at what we are feeding our mind on. The real issue is what we do with these thoughts when they do arrive. If we don’t deal with them quickly they will inevitably become sin. We need to train ourselves to deal with such thoughts the minute they enter our mind. James, in the passage above, reveals how ungodly thoughts are conceived. All serious sin is first thought about, then processed or schemed in our minds, then acted upon. My friend and mentor, Dennis Peacocke, makes a sobering statement: “The mind justifies what the heart has chosen.” If we entertain sin in our hearts, our mind will justify any action we decide to take with it, regardless of how painful it will ultimately become to ourselves and those around us. J Budziszewski’s book entitled The Revenge of Conscience is a masterful work on this theory if you are interested in exploring it further. 

			

			Dealing with it

			We have to intercept our sinful thoughts before they become action, this is how Jesus dealt with sin.89 Desire becomes action! When we entertain ungodly thoughts, our propensity to act upon them gets stronger and stronger. Eventually sin is birthed, always at great cost, and ultimately, huge regret. The consequences of sin are never worth any short-lived pleasure it may bring. Here is an insightful comment I once read. 

			Sin always promises to serve and please, but in reality it always enslaves and dominates.90 

			In Christ we are empowered to be free from anything (other than His Spirit) that seeks to rule over us.91 Such strongholds as lust, fear, envy and greed have been overcome and, in Christ, we can be free from these things. But we have a significant part to play in this. Until we have determined to deal with them, we are going to struggle. 

			I encourage you to ask yourself what percentage of time do you spend reading from the Word of God, praying and worshipping, compared to all else you feed your mind on? We are assured that the Word of God is a power to break strongholds and to expose our thoughts for what they are. Reading and meditating on God’s Word should not just be a discipline. It is essential for our way of life. The writer of Hebrews tells us why. 

			

			The word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. —Hebrews 4:12

			Put it to the test. God’s heart is for us all to walk in freedom. His power has been made available that we might do that. The following passage of Scripture encourages us to persevere in this battle. 

			But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.—2 Corinthians 2:14

			

			

			6. Understanding wealth

			Succession not possessions

			The lasting value of an individual is measured by their succession not their possessions.—John Maxwell

			The ongoing theme of this book is to make us aware of the differences between the Kingdom (or City) of God and the city of man. Wealth is a serious subject and how it applies in each ‘city’ deserves closer scrutiny. To most people, wealth is measured in terms of finance. This is not the case in the Kingdom of God. There are many different words used for wealth in both the Old and New Testaments, but a useful one in regard to what is important to God, is the Hebrew word chayil. This word designates reproductive power as evidenced in the first-born son and often speaks of the creative power of God.92 A Kingdom definition of wealth infuses God’s desire for us to be fruitful and multiply with His incredible creativity and offers us wisdom and tools to bring life-giving increase (generationally) to the whole planet. It is a definition that includes finances, but is far greater and life giving than the selfish world’s system could ever comprehend, let alone mimic. Whatever God wants us to create has to be consistent with His character and His plans for humanity—something this chapter will explore further. 

			

			What is true wealth? 

			This is such a vast subject so all I am seeking to do at this point is give a brief outline of what measurement principles to use when considering the degree of wealth we have. 

			1. Relational peace with God 

			This is our primary calling and is about our walk with God, our understanding of His plan and purpose for this planet and how our life fits in with this.93 Linked with this is our personal worldview or biblical perspective of life. Living at peace also relates to the freedom we enjoy from debilitating sin and envy.

			2. Interpersonal relationships 

			These are the relationships we have with those God has joined and connected us to. They begin with our natural family and extend to those God has spiritually yoked us with.94 Next they spread to friendships and community contacts we enjoy with others God has ordained or blessed our lives with. The final aspect is our neutralised enemies.95 A frequent prayer of the Psalmist was that God would neutralise his enemies. This is not vindictive. It is just calling the power of God into all relational difficulties we experience. 

			

			3. Revelational wealth 

			Revelational wealth begins with what we understand about the Kingdom of God; how it applies to our lives, and how to apply it ourselves. To be effective, we need to function out of an understanding of our destiny and place in God’s current work (this encompasses skills, gifts, ministry, etc). At this point our journey of discipleship should take us into a process of sustained spiritual growth. A constant question for us to ask and answer is, “What is God working on in my life today?” Along with this goes the wisdom to avoid presumption and stay within the areas of life that we know God has called us to.96 All these may change and expand over time, they always have boundaries designed to keep us within the will of God for the current time. 

			4. Time and good health

			Time is a precious commodity. Sadly its fleeting ways cause anxiety to many. But God’s promise is that each of us has been given sufficient time to fulfil His purposes for our life, including taking regular rest periods.97 In order to keep our lives healthy and in good balance, we need to develop a redemptive use of our physical strengths and weaknesses. 

			5. Material contentment

			Keep deception and lies far from me, Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion, That I not be full and deny You and say, “Who is the LORD?” Or that I not be in want and steal, And profane the name of my God.—Proverbs 30:8–9

			

			Every Christian would do well to memorise these verses, especially with so many modern-day televangelists demanding money and equating the release of finance as the indication of God’s blessing on a person’s life. These verses clearly contradict this, warning of the harmful consequence that may result if that were the case. Our goal should be to gain sufficient material wealth to provide for our family, carry out our calling, invest in God’s work, and be generous to the poor and needy. Alongside this must be a clear understanding that the more we have of any resource, the more is required from us to properly steward it.98

			Key difference between riches and wealth

			Riches can be obtained with or without obedience to God. If riches were the primary indication of God’s blessing, we would have to assume that some of the most blessed people groups on this Earth are the drug dealers, prostitution houses and gambling casinos. Do we really believe this? Finance is important to the Kingdom of God and we cannot live in a capitalist society without it. However, money can be gained very effectively through crime, exploitation, and ungodly or worldly motivation. The result of sin is always death and the wrong motivations cannot bring blessing, they only wreak devastation on the community, and the world. The Kingdom of God is based on faithfulness and obedience, not financial or material resources. Wealth, in the economy of God, primarily consists of the skills, spiritual knowledge, and character that develop as we obey God’s ways of approaching resource management. Wealth will pass through death, but riches will not.99 Our job is to put our heart into what is a treasure to God, such as the character attributes He desires. Matthew 6:21 tells us that wherever our treasure is, there our heart will be also. All true wealth is eternal treasure; riches at best do not survive beyond the city of man. 

			

			Lasting wealth is built generationally

			No matter what you view your calling or vocation to be, it is important to understand that God’s focus is on wealth, not riches. As already stated, God is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. As such, He always desires to build generationally. We can achieve a lot in one generation but that is nothing like the gains to be made over three generations because the increase then becomes exponential. Here are some interesting questions to ponder:

			In terms of people groups, which cultures hold most of the wealth today? It is Jews, Arabs and Asians. 

			Do they have a common denominator? Yes; they work in family dynasties and practice generational transfer.

			In the Scriptures, wealth is always produced through the family unit. If you do not have a family, you can still apply this principle to a Biblical community and find opportunity for expression there. A crucial point to understand in all of this is that producing wealth is not a quick-fire process. 

			An inheritance gained hurriedly at the beginning Will not be blessed in the end.—Proverbs 20:21

			There is precious treasure and oil in the dwelling of the wise, But a foolish man swallows it up.—Proverbs 21:20

			

			A question we each need to ask ourselves is, “What legacy will I leave behind when I ultimately depart from this life?” This should be our focus in terms of investing for the future. Whatever we envisage, any view we have must extend far beyond our own lifetime. Psalm 127:4 is a wonderful verse. It says that our children are like arrows in the hand of a warrior. This means we shoot them across time. We can only achieve so much in our allotted time on this Earth but if we understand God’s principle of generational transfer, we can still impact this world long after we are gone. God is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.100 He works generationally and so should we. 

			The real value of what we leave behind us is found in what we have invested in other people by way of Kingdom virtues or values. This includes such things as godly ethics, dignity, common sense and respect for others. Such attributes should certainly be passed on to our children and grandchildren, and imparted by us to all those we have an opportunity to affect as we journey through life. As parents, employers, managers, or holders of any leadership positions of influence, we should teach and model certain standards to all those under our care or authority.

			However, no matter how well-intentioned we may be, a common obstacle or hindrance can arise when we get too caught up in our own dreams, visions and goals. Often we don’t start to think about what really matters in life until it is too late. At that point our families and associates are too busy to hear us. They are now intensely building their own lives, faithfully following the example we set them! 

			

			Some of you may remember the very challenging song from the 1970s called, Cat’s in the Cradle (by Harry Chapin), which was meant to provoke us to thought on this very topic. It finishes with the father, now in retirement, realising his son does not have the time to come and sit with him and he sadly laments: 

			And as I hung up the phone it occurred to me He’d grown up just like me My boy was just like me

			If we fail to learn the lessons being expressed here, we will ultimately pass from this life with barely a ripple left behind. This is not the way it should be but we do not have to settle for this outcome. 

			This may all seem like a lifetime of work but it is actually more than that: it is three generations of work. But we should take heart. God’s grace is sufficient for us and as we move along on this journey, He sees our desire to line ourselves up with His purposes and is delighted to empower our efforts. If we will do our part, He is more than willing to do His. This is consistent with the promise in Ephesians that says, 

			I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might.—Ephesians 1:18–19

			

			Let’s get practical

			Learning how to create wealth will not be of much value if we do not learn the principles God has given us to enable us to keep and increase it. God enjoys us as children but He wants us to grow up.101 An important part of this is acquiring the skills and character that are learned through good management. Riches gained hurriedly often disappear just as quickly. A very old statement makes a strong point: “take money away from the rich and they will have it back in ten years.”102 The city of man always seeks a return on investment.  God does too, but in a very different way. He wants us to multiply our stewardship, creativity and relational skills to advance His Kingdom. This is in contrast to the city of man, which has its primary goal as selfish gain and the building of corporate empires.103

			Strategic plan

			One of the keys for managing anything we have is having a strategic plan. While that is a topic beyond the aims of this book, the following two principles are key components that any strategic plan should include.  

			1. Our Character

			At the risk of labouring this point, the first part of any wealth strategy should be a character assessment. 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 are commonly acknowledged sources for teaching the requirements for Biblical elders and deacons. However they offer something for all readers by providing a definition of integrity that is required and expected from all who are seeking to become faithful to the cause of Christ’s Kingdom. These are not optional extras. They are what God desires for all people and are demanded of all those in leadership. It will be helpful to make a check list of the character traits mentioned here and assess ourselves regularly on them. 

			

			2. Building and maintaining a wealth portfolio 

			We all should have a wealth portfolio. Some of the following headings will be good topics to include in one. 

			
					Revelational resources (as described earlier)

					Relational resources (your family and close friends)

					Financial wealth (assets, money, shares etc)

					Communication wealth (having clear communications or understandings with key people in your life)104

					Leadership or executive wealth (people you are responsible for)

			

			Final comment—what about money?

			Money is a great opportunity for God to measure our faithfulness. In regard to our personal finances we need to learn the basic Biblical skills and make them evident in our life. In summary, this requires that we:

			

			
					Live within our means (spend less than we earn)—Matthew 25:21

					Retire debt at every feasible opportunity—Proverbs 22:7

					Be generous—Matthew 25:35–40

					Do a budget and evaluate it every month—Luke 16:11

					Look to bring increase whenever possible—Matthew 25:29

			

			When finance becomes a problem we should pause, get before God and ask ourselves some penetrating questions. My first is whether I have misinterpreted God’s will on a particular issue. Or maybe I did hear correctly but it is not the right time? Another important question is whether or not there has been a lack of faithfulness and obedience in what I have already been entrusted with? What has my prayer life been like lately in regard to my finances? Failure to ask these questions and allow the Holy Spirit to bring whatever balance or correction is necessary is a sure recipe for disillusionment. God is not tight-fisted, but concern for where our heart is at always comes before the state of our wallet. 

			Another often-overlooked point here is that most finance we receive comes from others—it is a transfer. There are various ways this takes place. It may be through an exchange of goods or services; that someone who believed in our mission supported us financially; that we sold something; or that we received an inheritance. In each case the finances received came from others who were stewarding them to that point. If we are seeking a gift, we need to understand that the giver has had to earn, save and go without to provide the gift for us. God wants to know why this transfer should take place and He does have the right to ask. The following principle is significant to God and any expression of His Kingdom. 

			

			He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. Therefore if you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous wealth, who will entrust the true riches to you? And if you have not been faithful in the use of that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? —Luke 16:10–12

			

			

			7. Renewing our minds

			The two ages

			Behind everything in this book is the concept of two ages—the present age and the age to come—the city of man (or fallen world) and the city or Kingdom of God.105 My goal is to explore the fact that the great eschatological event predicted in the Old Testament—the Kingdom of God—has already come. The fallen world is imperfect because it is mostly built using a blueprint of life without God, as reflected by the Tower of Babel.106 In a previous chapter, we described the difference between these two stages using the familiar terms associated with World War II (D-Day and V-day). D-Day was likened to the first coming of Christ, when the enemy was defeated decisively. V-Day parallels the second coming of Christ, when the adversary will be finally and completely annihilated. All those who have been truly born again enter into what is known as the Kingdom of God. This Kingdom is not here in all its fullness yet, but we are meant to draw our life source from it now and express it in every aspect of life.

			

			Our new life in the Kingdom of God

			2 Corinthians 5:17 says that in Christ we are a new creature; the old things have passed away; behold, new things have come. So to be part of this new creation we have to become a new creature. What does this entail? It means we are required by God to act the way we will ultimately be. This calls for us to live for Christ, learning how to view all of reality from His perspective and according to His Word, not from the viewpoint of the world. This is a huge challenge for us. We are meant to be like butterflies in the sense that they cannot go back to the cocoon stage or act like caterpillars again. As Peter reminds us, if we do go back to our old ways and live as an unredeemed person again, our last state will become worse for us than our first. He warns that it would have been better for us not to have known the way of righteousness to begin with, than to gain it and then depart from it.107

			The process of redemption, which began with our first encounter with Christ, is not a one-off event. Its purpose is to create the life of God in us as we incorporate the attributes that belong to that life. As Oswald Chambers says, “the only thing that can possibly satisfy the need is what created the need.”108 The redemption process creates the nature and character of Christ in us in a way that satisfies God as our designer; it is the medium through which we grow and mature into the person He intended us to be. 

			It is on this basis only that we are part of the new creation, and that the New Testament writers bring their expectations and standards of behaviour to us. These are not laws or ‘dos and don’ts’ that we cannot hope to achieve. We have the power to obey these commands by virtue of the fact that the new creation or redemption power dwells within us. Jesus’ famous sermon on the mount was only given on the basis that those pursuing Him would receive a new heart and could engage in the process of a renewed mind. Without this it cannot work, but with it, He is able to reveal God’s heart to us and incarnate it into our beings. This goes above and beyond the Old Testament commandments. He spoke to us knowing that we would now have the same heart incarnated into our own beings as He has in His. This means as true disciples we are both expected and empowered to both hear and then act.109

			

			Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.—Matthew 7:24

			Renewing our minds

			How we process our thinking is instrumental in determining how well we achieve the renewal of our minds. We are no longer meant to think the way that the world thinks. Colossians 3:2 tells us to set our mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on Earth. This is an ongoing process. What we feed our mind on will be built into our hearts and will manifest itself through our lives, both in our speech and our actions. It is important to understand that we cannot inherit what we are meant to receive from God if we do not have our minds renewed. 

			This is deeply tied into the process of transformation. Renewed minds result in changed lives. Much is made of the Scripture that tells us greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.110 Although this is true, when it comes to the battle between our fallen nature and our redeemed nature, the winner will be the one that we feed the most. If we feed our minds on the lusts of the flesh, they will conform our nature and our character to the ways of the world. But if we feed ourselves on God’s Word and His ways, we will be transformed to the nature and character of Christ and become imitators of God.111

			

			In 2 Corinthians 5:16, Paul uses the words, “from now on.” He is telling us that we must begin to evaluate things differently from now onwards. In saying this he is referring directly to the new creation that began with Christ’s resurrection. Our struggle with this is that the new creation is not fully here yet, so sinful influences still abound and there is a battle for loyalty that all God’s people face. Nowhere is this made more manifest than in the battle for our minds. In Corinthians, Paul tells us that Satan has blinded the minds of unbelievers.112 However, for believers, any fogginess in the mind should be clearing according to their degree of co-operation with the Holy Spirit in the process of transformation. 

			We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, —2 Corinthians 10:5

			To begin the process of renewing our mind, the first thing we need to acknowledge is that we are broken vessels and cannot fix ourselves. Any cure, if it is going to come, must come from God. We cannot reach Him but He can reach us. We don’t rise above our own selfish natures or shortcomings but we cooperate with the Holy Spirit as He works within us to demolish them. We cannot just be about turning our lives around to some better state or different direction—plenty of people and religions attempt that—we have to turn them in the right direction. Only Christ and His Kingdom, undergirded by the Word of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, can provide this for us. 

			

			The power of sin is not just that it attacks us in the area of reason, or willpower and determination. The power of sin is in its ability to regulate or drive our passions. Sexuality is a huge factor here, but all sorts of other lusts play a part. Sin pushes hard into our passions, seeking to inflame them in ways that override our conscience or will, until they express themselves in ungodly and destructive actions. Sin also drives against our godly passions, attempting to bring obsession or perversion into them at worst, and discouragement, disillusionment and cynicism at best.113 Even the Apostle Paul complained that he was doing the things he shouldn’t be doing and failing to do the things he should.114 All these things were against his will. His knowledge of the Torah (Jewish Scriptures) was extensive and his mind was trained to a very high degree, but he still could not get control of his passions and lock them into the ways of God. We are all troubled (and challenged) in the same way today. Only Christ can break into this arena for us, as Paul so excitedly discovers and proclaims in Romans 8. 

			The fact that we have been born again and call ourselves Christians does not ensure we are living according to the mind of Christ. Here is a good litmus test: At the end of any given day, sit somewhere quietly and consider all of your conversations of the day. What have you been saying? What came out of your mouth in all of the day’s events? How were people affected by your presence? Then ask how many of your actions came from your understanding of the Word of God and His plan and purpose for your life? How much godly wisdom came from you that is consistent with what you read in the book of Proverbs and other passages of Scripture? It is sure to be revealing. Ask God for His help and intervention on the basis of Hebrews 4:12 which says, the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

			

			Don’t be discouraged. If your results are not great, just determine to do better by repenting, increasing your training programme, and voicing your need for Him. Finish by congratulating yourself on the things you did that did glorify Him. This process is a helpful discipline for all true disciples to practice. 

			Our weapons for this war over our minds

			For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, —2 Corinthians 10:4–5

			The weapons we are given are not carnal. In other words, we cannot get them from natural (fleshly) sources or the world’s system. This system created the problems to start with, yet it is powerless to overcome and bring redemption. We need something far more powerful for that. In the KJV, the passage above says that these weapons are mighty through God. Their power lies in the fact that they are His instruments and He accompanies them. We are told they destroy fortresses. Some of these fortresses are in our minds and can be fuelled by our imaginations, for example, the thoughts, attitudes, prejudices, habits and perceptions that operate as strongholds over us. They include any and every passion that is exalted above God in our lives and runs to its own agenda. We have to bring these into subjection under the authority of Christ. 

			

			Starting with the Scriptures, let me offer some practical help to achieve these goals. 

			And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.—Romans 12:2

			That, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.—Ephesians 4:22–24

			Paul gives us three stages here.115

			

			
					Lay aside the old self.

					Be renewed in the spirit of your mind.

					Put on the new self. 

			

			Although this chapter is primarily focusing on item 2 above, you will find it helpful to read through the last three chapters of Ephesians to find tools for the other items as well. 

			Each of us has deeply ingrained patterns of thinking. These must be redeemed (renewed) for us to put on the mind of Christ. Have you ever heard the testimony of various witnesses to an event such as a car accident or sports match? Almost everyone has a different perspective. Life is like this. Something that amuses one person often offends another. Each person’s response is conditioned by the way his/her mind patterns the information. What can we do about this? The good news is that we no longer have to be stuck with our own thought patterns because our minds can be renewed and freed to focus on the things of God. The death and resurrection of Christ defeated any power at all over the lives of those identified with Him. This includes the power of thought. The Apostle Paul says, 

			But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.—Galatians 6:15

			We no longer have to submit to the dominance of the fallen world. The cross severs any ungodly powers we have succumbed to in this regard. However, this work has to be appropriated by us. In order to do this we need to do two things. 

			

			1. Confess the Sins Of Our Minds. 

			This requires an honest confession of our wrong thoughts such as anger, fear, lust, refusal to forgive, covetousness, etc. 

			2. Renounce and reject their authority

			Whether it is unwittingly or not, we have given these thoughts authority over and within our mind.

			Both the above are our responsibility. We cannot ask God to do either one for us. The strongholds mentioned above in 2 Corinthians 10:4–5 will hold us captive until we break their hold over us by these two steps. Below is a useful prayer to pray in this regard. The original example used the issue of fear but it can be applied to anything ungodly. Put in the space whatever it is you need to be free from.  

			Satan, I renounce you and all your works. In the name of Jesus, I reject the hold of _________ (name whatever it is you need to be free from) you have on my mind, because your authority was rendered powerless at Calvary. I take back right now every inch of ground I have yielded in my mind to _________ (name it again) and I bring all my thoughts under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.116

			Once we take back this territory, it is important that we hold it. We do this by deciding what is going to occupy our mind from this point on. Peter tells us that we need to prepare our minds for action.117 We have asked the question in a previous chapter: What percentage of time do you spend reading from the Word of God, praying and worshipping, compared to all else you feed your mind on? Paul gives great advice on this subject to the Philippian church. 

			

			Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. —Philippians 4:8

			We need to perfect the art of substituting thoughts. The categories in this verse are great. We need to arm ourselves with our own selection of thoughts that fit these categories. We then call them in whenever our fallen nature tries to gain access to our thought life. 

			Some Further Helps 

			1. Understand who God really is and the ultimate outcome of all of life. 

			The whole of life is in God’s hands and will unfold exactly as He has said. “As surely as I live,” declares the Lord, “every knee will bow before me.”118 Who can really stand against the power of God’s Word? Will anyone be able to stand against the power of Christ when He comes in all His glory? The prophet Ezekiel asked, “Will your courage endure or your hands be strong in the day I deal with you?”119 We can either line up and cooperate with His plans or we can choose to oppose Him. There is no neutral or middle ground. We are either for Him or against Him.120

			

			2. Submit yourself to God (James 4:7)

			Rebellion is when we want our will to be done, not God’s. We must give up our own understanding and renounce the wisdom of the flesh, in order to present our minds to Christ in a way that allows Him to fill and transform them. We have to decide to allow our minds to be harnessed and placed into a voluntary captivity to the ways of Christ. This means we lay aside our pride and stubbornness, and acknowledge our sins and shortcomings. It is handing ourselves over completely to the outworking of God’s will.121 This is something we need to carry out on a daily basis. 

			3. Confess your need and purchase refined Gold

			I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.—Revelation 3:18

			As long as we pretend everything is okay and try to get by in our own strength, most of us will live without passion and purpose. The suggestion to buy gold refined in the fire refers to seeking to obtain the character of Jesus. He is the one who has been personally purged and tested to the ultimate degree. He suffered on the cross and went to hell and back, all for us. We can receive His character only by exchange: repenting of our own fallenness and asking that He purge it away and bring His gains into our lives. We have to get our focus off our own efforts and self-righteousness and put on the robes of righteousness He has for us.122 To do this we have to access His presence constantly. It may mean we have to face some hard times but His promise remains that these trials will work together for our good.123 It is about trading up. We give our darkness to Him and receive His light in return. It is a very good deal and all we have to pay for it is our life!

			

			Conclusion

			Renewing our minds is an ongoing process. It requires discipline, perseverance and faith. But in themselves none of these things will get us there. Renewal must first be birthed out of our love for Jesus and the acknowledgement of our desperate need for His Lordship and power to be made manifest in our lives. This has to be our heart cry. I love the declaration from the Psalmist that reflects this when he says he will behold the face of the Lord in righteousness and will not rest (be satisfied) until he awakes in His likeness.124 What a wonderful goal to have in life. I pray it constantly. Let’s finish the chapter with this passage from Luke. 

			Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps lit. Be like men who are waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the door to him when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master will find on the alert when he comes; truly I say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on them. —Luke 12:35–37

			These verses contain both a directive and a promise. We need to embrace one in order to receive the other.125 Renewing our minds, engaging His weapons of warfare, and seeking to obtain gold refined by fire will greatly assist us in the transformation process.

			

			8. The power of the tongue

			...giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light. For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,—Colossians 1:12–13.

			Jesus desires that we live from the Kingdom He transferred us into—His Kingdom. If we don’t operate from this place we have insufficient truth to overcome the enemy. One of the key elements in John’s epistles is the fact that, because we know the Father and because the word of God abides in us, we have overcome the evil one.126 As discussed in the previous chapter, we need to understand that we cannot inherit what we are meant to receive from God unless we are being renewed. The aspect of renewal that this chapter will address is the area of our speech. 

			Luke 8:1 says that Jesus came proclaiming the message of the Kingdom of God. Why is this significant? Because the Kingdom of God contains everything humanity needs. Unless we understand the Kingdom of God, we are basically powerless to be an expression of who God is and what He has for Earth. God creates order out of chaos. We to are called to bring order to the chaos of the world’s system. This is the essence of being salt and light in the world.127

			

			We have been talking about two Kingdoms: the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of darkness, or the City of God and the city of man. Consistent with this, there are two ways of speaking, two bases from which we speak. Both carry considerable power. Our speech has the ability to bring into being what we say. What is most problematic about this is that most of us have been trained in the city of man and our speech reflects this. Obviously this is not the way it should be. Jesus said that the mysteries of the Kingdom of God have been granted to us and our speech needs to reflect this. 128

			Words are powerful

			1. From God’s Perspective

			Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in different ways. In these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. God has appointed Him heir of all things and made the universe through Him. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact expression of His nature, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.—Hebrews 1:1–3 HCSB (emphasis added)

			Words are the vehicle used to create the planet and words hold the planet in place. When God wanted to tell us about Himself, He gave us a book of words. He forbade us to make an image of Himself and wanted us to know Him as The Word. How interesting that Satan created the kingdom of darkness using words too (“Has God really said?”),129 and he maintains His power by getting people to speak the words of his kingdom. Words are the power behind everything we see. If we go to a lawyer, or buy a house or a car, we get a contract with words on it. Words were the original technology and they remain an immensely powerful medium of any technology that has evolved since. It was words that prevented the people of God from entering the Promised Land. Some returned with a bad report and were denied the privilege of ever going in. The two who gave a good report (Joshua and Caleb) were permitted entrance. What made the difference? It was their words. The same applies today. The degree of how much of the Promised Land we inherit is greatly dependent on the words we speak. 

			

			2. Upon Our Own Life

			In Proverbs 18:21 we read, death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit. This verse tells us that we bear or inherit the fruit of our speech, whether good or bad. This is a huge statement and one that deserves serious attention. Each one of us falls under the power of death (not necessarily physical death) or attains to life, on the basis of our speech. We need to be speaking words of life over our own lives, those around us and the things we possess. Let’s consider this further.

			With his tongue a man proposes marriage and with her tongue the woman accepts or rejects; with our tongue we bring witness to an action or event and with our tongue we make arrangements, which we either mean to keep or dishonour. Speech is the most used tool in parliament and speech is required whenever a significant event takes place. A question often asked is, “What did so-and-so have to say about it?” Looking back through history, it was via the power of speech that Adolf Hitler mobilised the whole German nation into a world war. 

			

			The idea that a picture may be worth a thousand words was not borne out when it came to silent movies; words were necessary in order to get the audience hooked on the story being told. When advising us on how to plot our journey of life, Jesus told us, man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.130 He also gave us this warning: By your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.131 

			Although by no means exhaustive, I have compiled a list of some common sayings and phrases that we hear or use frequently. These statements are negative and destructive so we need to eliminate them from our speech if they currently apply to us. Listen to your speech over the next week and if you hear yourself or your friends speaking like this, take some steps to break the pattern.  

			“I am dying to go.”“You make me sick.”“It is on the cards that...”“I am getting a cold.”“I have a terrible memory.”“I have never been any good with...”“We are lucky.” (as opposed to being blessed)“Keep your fingers crossed.”

			

			“I am useless at that.”

			All these statements have power. They come from the city of man and have the power to come to pass in the life of the person or community speaking them. The reason we don’t think much about them is that they seem natural to us. This is because most of us have been trained in this world and these are commonly expressed statements in the spheres we live and work in. All the above declarations contradict what God says to or about any of us. We have to train ourselves to stop speaking negative affirmations. Their impact may be subtle, but it is destructive and can affect our lives and our community. 

			A great Psalm to work with on how we should speak about ourselves is Psalm 139 in which David says, I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very well.132 We need to ensure that our soul does know it and that we know how to express it appropriately. This is not about positive speaking and it is not about being insincere with our words. We are called to have an honest estimation of ourselves and to acknowledge our strengths and weaknesses.133 It is foolish for someone with a heavy cold or flu to refuse to admit they are sick. Conversely, if we are not sick we do not need healing so we should not be seeking prayer. If, after breaking an arm, we have it x-rayed and put in a plaster cast then deny or rebuke (in Jesus name) that it is broken, at the very least we are lying, which is sin, and at worst we are completely deceived. Our body knows when it is sick or broken and the first step to healing is admitting it so that we can get whatever help we need, beginning with prayer. 

			

			This may sound distasteful, but I for one, am tired of having no credibility with non-Christians because of some of the stupid things we insist on doing in the name of Christianity. Being as sick as a dog yet saying we are well by quoting Bible verses is deception. Jesus was mocked, but never for being a fool. It was always as a form of attack because He was taken very seriously. He would not have posed a threat if He was living a life of denial. His power was in His demonstration of the reality that He was preaching. Jesus changed things and whenever He healed people, the healing included the symptoms as well as the condition. That is why the world was shocked. When Jesus healed the lepers he told them to go to the priests and have the healing checked out.134 Their healing was able to be verified because there were no symptoms left. If you believe you have been divinely healed, I urge you to go to the doctor and get checked out, just as Jesus instructed the lepers. If it is true, it will be a powerful witness to the doctor. If not, keep taking your medicine because your healing may well be dependent upon it. When you have recovered, you will still be able to give glory to God because healing is a good thing—and all good things come from Him135—no matter who He may use or what method He may choose to bring it about. Christian life is both spiritual and natural and the Holy Spirit moves freely in both arenas.

			3. Upon Others

			Proverbs advises that, if you have been foolish in exalting yourself, or if you have plotted evil, put your hand on your mouth.136 

			The advice given here is intended to prevent any evil or ungodly thoughts from being spoken at all. It is best that they be dealt with the instant they come into our minds, as they become much more destructive once we speak them out. We have all said things we wish we could take back, and some of us may still be suffering the effects of harsh or unwise speech that was spoken out irrationally or in anger.  

			

			The Book of James tells us that, the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it can set a great forest aflame. It sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.137 These words remind us that we must be careful what we say because the consequences of our speech are such that we can build up or destroy by words alone. The Midrash (Jewish Old Testament Commentary) makes a great point by stating that “The evil tongue slays three: the slanderer, the slandered, and the listener.”138 This is why Proverbs cautions us not to say too much. It warns that The one who guards his mouth preserves his life; The one who opens wide his lips comes to ruin.139 If our speech carries so much power, it is no wonder we are warned to be careful how we use it. 

			An excellent example I once read tells of a man who slandered a Jewish Rabbi then asked him for forgiveness. The Rabbi responded by telling him to cut up a feather pillow and let the wind scatter the feathers. Upon the man’s return from doing this, the Rabbi told him to now go out and gather up all the feathers. When the man complained that this was impossible, the Rabbi replied: “Yes, and although you are now repentant about the damage you did to me by the things you said about me, you cannot undo it.”140 James Lowell’s quip here is useful. He said, “Blessed are they who have nothing [worthwhile or edifying] to say and cannot be persuaded to say it.”141 We can be assured that God extends forgiveness the instant we repent (although restitution is required whenever possible or appropriate). However, the point of the parable is that some damage cannot be undone so it is always better from the outset, if we refrain from saying what we might regret. 

			

			When I was at school in the 1950s and ’60s, it was common for teachers to tell students that they were idiots, that they will never amount to anything, they were a disgrace, and on the list goes. I know that his had a huge effect on many pupils. Although some of this was said to me, it never lodged in my being. Why? Because the words my father had proclaimed to me over and over again as I grew up would echo in my head. “Bruce, you are a fine boy and I am so proud of you.” I am so grateful for this. It not only reflects the power of words, that so helped me, but it also illustrates a Biblical principle. 

			Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.—Colossians 4:6

			Like a sparrow in its flitting, like a swallow in its flying,So a curse without cause does not alight.—Proverbs 26:2

			Using Biblical principles for speech, especially with our family and those who look to us for endorsement, will produce a powerful force in the life of the recipient. It will negate any curse, and any abusive or negative speech that comes that person’s way. This illustrates again the way words can form character, produce life and protect against the power of death. Of course, it works the opposite way as well, which again warns us to be very careful how we speak to one another. As was typical in His earthly ministry, Jesus takes this to the source or root, advising us that our speech is directly related to the condition of our heart.

			

			It is about the heart

			“You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil. But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.”—Matthew 12:34–36

			In this instance Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees, who had accused him of sourcing his power from Satan. There are several important points to note here. According to this passage, our speech comes from what is in our heart, referring to our spirit or essence of life, not our fleshly organ. So how do we get things into our heart? Primarily by words. How do we get them out? Again, primarily by words. We speak them out and they become life. Although it seems we live in a very visual age today, we are still hugely affected by the words we hear or read, and then what we speak out. 

			For this reason, it is critical to analyse and guard what we are taking in because it is eventually going to come out. Our access to all forms of media today is unprecedented. Because the kingdom of darkness influences a considerable percentage of it, we must constantly be aware of the what goes in comes out principle. Pornography is not a new sin but it is off the scale now because our ability to access it has increased immeasurably in the last 20 years. There are no short cuts to this and as this passage says, we are going to be held accountable for it. We are told to guard our heart because from it flows the essence of life.142 This begins by guarding our mind, carefully monitoring what we allow it to be invaded by. If we are going to be self-controlled in our speech, we must be self-controlled in our thinking.143

			

			Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road.—Matthew 13:18–19

			What is it that is heard in this story? It is the message of the Kingdom. Where is the seed sown? It is received in the heart of a person. 

			The Holy Spirit, working with our spirit, is designed to produce everything we need for life and godliness144 and this is intended to constantly grow in us with the purpose of bringing forth the image and reality of the Kingdom. The heart is the place of all decisions, the centre of our personality. It is from here that we become who we are. Our words are an expression of this and must be taken seriously and spoken with care.   

			So what should we do? 

			To summarise, here are some helpful steps to guide us in managing how we think and speak:

			

			
					Monitor our speech and deal with all statements that give power to the kingdom of darkness or the fallen world. 

					Soak ourselves in God’s Word. What we put in is what will come out. Be mindful that the form of our speech has the power to bring about what we say.

					Be very careful what we let our eyes see. This will influence what we speak out and what we speak about. 

					Use the power of blessing, even over our enemies. It is a powerful tool of freedom and godly prosperity. 

			

			

			

			9. Living in the Sabbath

			So far the chapters we have covered may be giving the impression that being part of the City of God is all a lot of work. Well, as the infomercial adverts say, “Wait—there’s more!” No, not more work, in fact, just the opposite. The key to much of our success in the Kingdom of God is found in rest. 

			Understanding the Sabbath

			Although we find the first principle of the Sabbath recorded in Genesis 2 when God rested after His creation work, the Sabbath was not instituted until God made His covenant with Moses. Before then, there was no commandment for anyone to keep the Sabbath nor was there any record of anyone doing so. Exodus 16:23–30 is the first recorded occurrence of the concept. It reads:

			Then he said to them, “This is what the LORD meant: Tomorrow is a Sabbath observance, a holy Sabbath to the LORD. Bake what you will bake and boil what you will boil, and all that is left over put aside to be kept until morning.” So they put it aside until morning, as Moses had ordered, and it did not become foul nor was there any worm in it. Moses said, “Eat it today, for today is a Sabbath to the LORD; today you will not find it in the field. “ Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will be none.” It came about on the seventh day that some of the people went out to gather, but they found none. Then the LORD said to Moses, “ How long do you refuse to keep My commandments and My instructions? “See, the LORD has given you the Sabbath; therefore He gives you bread for two days on the sixth day. Remain every man in his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh day.” So the people rested on the seventh day. 

			

			The Hebrew root for the word for Sabbath (shabat) means to desist, to cease, or to rest. The reasons given for Sabbath observance in the law of Moses included a memorial of creation, a memorial of the Exodus, a sign of Israel’s sanctification or setting apart as a nation, and a sign of the Mosaic Covenant.145

			There was (and still is) considerable confusion about what God intended the Sabbath to represent. A study of the spirit of the law in regards to the Sabbath, and of Christ’s comments about it, shows that it was work for worldly gain that was to be suspended, hence the restrictive clause is prefaced with the command: “Six days shall you labour and do all your work.” This is the only way that the sabbatical rest could be fairly earned. It was for God’s people, their servants, and all the animals. The whole emphasis of it was that it would be a time of joy, refreshment, and mercy arising from remembrance of God’s goodness as Creator and as the Deliverer from bondage. It was a perpetual sign and covenant where the holiness of the day is connected with the holiness of the people: “that you may know that I am Jehovah that does sanctify you.”146 Joy was the keynote of their service.147

			

			Why then such a severe penalty?

			Therefore you are to observe the Sabbath, for it is holy to you. Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people. For six days work may be done, but on the seventh day there is a Sabbath of complete rest, holy to the LORD; whoever does any work on the Sabbath day shall surely be put to death.—Exodus 31:14–15. 

			God reminded Moses that obedience is a religious duty. The Sabbath was the sign of the covenant that made Israel a theocracy. It was a test of the nation’s commitment to God and failure to keep it a holy day would result in death (more literally, separation from the community, which would inevitably result in death). This command was based on God’s resting after His six days’ work at Creation.148 Because the nation was in a covenant relationship with Him, the people were to do as He had done. The Sabbath was unique to Israel and marked them out as God’s people. Observing the Sabbath showed that the Israelites were set apart (holy) to God. It is a statement of trust in God’s faithfulness to be their Provider and that He would make up for anything they failed to produce in their own efforts. 

			

			So what does this mean for us today? 

			Exodus 31:17 tells us that God ceased from labour and was refreshed. This means He detached Himself from His work and put aside His role of being Creator. What was He doing? He was taking joy in what and whom He had created. This is important to realise. God is not just active, He is also passive; He is not only creative, but He is also at rest; He not only speaks, but He also listens; He not only gives, but He also receives. So we see that at the beginning He created and at the end He rested. What is presented for us here is, in essence, the secret of life. This is the only pattern of life that is going to keep us in a place of well-being. A major element of the Sabbath is the opportunity for enjoyment of our labours. It is a bit like a painter putting his heart and soul into a painting and then taking some time to stand back and admire it. If we don’t pause to do this with our own work, we are denying ourselves one of the major purposes of our labour. 

			What the Sabbath also demonstrates to us is a revelation of the true meaning of our redemption. As we remember what has been done, we embrace hope for what lies ahead of us, and we do this in a fresh way with renewed perspective. During the Sabbath, time is abolished. We don’t have to be looking at our clock every few minutes. We just let the day flow and we chill out, not worrying about the normal issues of life. And taking a Sabbath extends further still: we don’t intervene in anything during the Sabbath. We don’t weed the garden, we just enjoy its existence as a garden, dwelling on its beauty. We don’t polish our car, we just enjoy it as our car. We don’t clean the spa pool, we just enjoy soaking in it. In other words, we take pleasure in what is around us, including our family and friends, our possessions and all other things, just to enjoy them all for what they are. This approach makes all these things more loveable and joyful because we receive them on the basis of who and what they are, rather than for their functional use or practical value. 

			

			A 2006 movie demonstrated this well. It was called ‘A Good Year’ and starred Russell Crowe. In the film, Max (the character Crowe portrays) has a boss (Sir Nigel) who owns an extremely expensive painting that he keeps in a safe. Max, while trying to evaluate what is of most value in life, asks him how often he takes it out and looks at it. Sir Nigel has a copy of it on his wall and, as suspected, almost never looks at the original. The point expressed here came home to me personally when a dear friend gave me a very expensive pen and then noticed I was not using it. I explained that I was too frightened to because I did not want to lose it. He reminded me that it cost me nothing and that he had given it to me to enjoy, not hide away. The Sabbath helps us to do just that; it enables us to pause for long enough to enjoy what we have. (I should add that I still have the pen and have enjoyed it immensely.) 

			Before welcoming this wonderful gift and principle (of Sabbath), a truth we must appreciate is that we cannot purchase the peace of this day. Nor do we make the Sabbath happen; we have to properly position ourselves and then it comes to us. It comes to teach us the joy in God’s creation and the wisdom that is found in stillness and quietness. What we are meant to be embracing here is the nearness of God, who rests Himself, and the tranquillity that comes from Him to us when we do the same. With that comes a peace, even in the midst of turmoil as Jesus promises in John 14:27. If that is true, what we are meant to be able to do is let all our projects, responsibilities, interests and burdens fall aside, and adopt a spirit of calm that God has available for us.

			

			Although the law of the Sabbath has passed with the coming of the New Covenant, the original principle still applies. I am convinced that any study of humanity will reflect our need to rest one day a week. A doctor friend of mine, after many years of medical practice and after considering many patient histories, believes that those who did not take this weekly rest eventually had it called in via health breakdowns, bouts of sickness and even mental health issues. Jesus made it clear that the Sabbath was made for man, not God, and we ignore it at our peril.149 We violate God’s principles at our own expense for it is always better to surrender to them before they enforce their will upon us.

			The Sabbath and the age to come

			The Sabbath is actually the breaking forth of the age to come, when all will be peaceful at all times, even though we will have work to do and tasks to complete. Because we are called to bring the age to come into the here and now, can we expect that even while we are busy working, this rest is available to us today? The answer is yes. 

			So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God. For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His. Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.—Hebrews 4:9–11

			

			The author of Hebrews has faithfully represented Jesus’ teaching by presenting the Sabbath as a shadow of the rest that remains for the people of God when they enter the Kingdom of God. This means followers of Jesus live with a constant Sabbath rest available to them as kingdom dwellers. They are among the weary and heavy-laden who have found rest.150

			The rest that is being talked about here is ultimately coming to all of creation. It is rest from weariness, sorrow, and sin, and rest in the completion of God’s new creation. The whole redeemed creation will share in it; nothing will be there to break the Sabbath of eternity. Once again we find—in keeping with all kingdom concepts—that this rest is now and not yet. But what we can have now exceeds what those of the Old Testament were able to enjoy, and provides what the city of man can never offer. 

			One of the ways we can remain constantly in a place of rest today is by ensuring that all we do is commissioned by God. This means we do not participate in ‘dead works’ of the flesh. If we know that God has called us into all that we are involved in, we can see ourselves as co-operating with Him, rather than doing things in our own strength. Then the burden of the work is His, not ours. This is what the prophet Zechariah is referring to when he says, “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the LORD of hosts.151 A wonderful rest and release is found in living this way. 

			Hebrews 4 reminds us there is a more spiritual and excellent Sabbath rest for the people of God, than that of the seventh day or that into which Joshua led the Jews. This rest is a rest of grace, comfort, and holiness, in the City of God. It also includes a rest in glory, where the people of God will enjoy the end of their faith, and the object of all their desires. As the author concludes, there is a rest, or Sabbath, that still remains to be enjoyed by the people of God—a heavenly rest—as opposed to the state of labour and trouble so typical of this world. It is the rest they will obtain when the Lord Jesus appears from heaven. 

			

			Summary

			What can we conclude from all of this? Firstly, for us to ignore the Sabbath and keep on working suggests we do not trust God to be able to govern and preside over the work He has given us. We are actually saying that we are more important than He is, and if we rely on His work schedule we cannot get our allotted tasks done. This is not only an indictment on Him as our Employer, but it is also a statement that His enabling power for our work is weaker than our own efforts. We ignore His Spirit and embark upon our work in our own strength. As already mentioned, this is the cause of so much burnout, so many breakdowns and so much abuse of position and authority, both in the world and in Christian circles today. It also deprives the city of man of a testimony, or witness, of the age to come that is still relevant to our daily lives. 

			When non-believers see us working in the same way that they are, they are not able to gain any witness to the power of God in the working world. This was one of the very reasons God imposed such severe penalties for the Jewish nation in regard to working on the Sabbath. To live without Sabbath observance gave no indication that life with Him was any better than it was for those under other so-called gods or regimes. The Sabbath communicates that there is a place of rest in the midst of a world of turmoil because we can trust that ultimately all things will come to their completion in Christ and He has it all under control. 

			

			Sabbath Day Activities

			So what should we do on our (Sabbath) day off? Actually, anything that brings rest and renewal to us. It may be resting up, spending time with friends and family, playing golf, going to a movie, reading a book or going for a run. As we noted earlier, in Old Testament times the Sabbath was about a memorial of creation, a memorial of the Exodus, a sign of Israel’s sanctification or setting apart as a nation, and a sign of the Mosaic Covenant. To apply this to life today, it suggests three actions: 

			
					Appreciating the world around us; all its beauty and its testimony to the glory of God. 

					Considering what a privileged people we are - a royal priesthood and a holy nation whose God does not burden us beyond what is beneficial for us and our families. 

					Thinking about where we have been and where we are going. 

			

			The last point is useful. It takes stock of where we have been, what we have been doing, where we are going, and what we need to be focusing on. Included in this is what the Holy Spirit is currently working on in our lives. 

			

			These are essential aspects of the Sabbath rest. In all of these things there is a strong element of worship, thanksgiving, meditation, and evaluation. It would benefit each of us to set some time aside every week of our lives to devote to this. I want to suggest it cannot be done unless we draw aside, relax, and allow the Holy Spirit to minister to us. Why would we want to miss out on such rich blessing that living with a Sabbath provides?

			

			10. So how should we live? 

			After a brief overview of the City or Kingdom of God and the new life available to us as we draw from that domain, we now come to the challenge made famous by both Francis Schaeffer and Chuck Colson: “How Then Should We Live?” By entering into the City of God in this present age, we are promised among other things adventure, purpose, fulfilment, empowerment and an inheritance. In that case, life should be an endless unfolding of joy, should it not? 

			Actually, No! 

			Hebrews 11:6 says that he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. In Hebrews 6:10 we are assured that God is faithful and not unjust so as to forget our work and the love we have shown toward His name. However, we often feel our journey in life suggests the contrary. What does this all mean?

			

			The prize for this life

			If we consider the statement that God is a rewarder of those who seek Him, the obvious question we are left with is: “How?” “How does He reward us?” Many of us become unstuck at this point. It is not always, or even mostly, by showering instant blessings down upon us. Contrary to a lot of modern day teaching, God’s promised rewards are not primarily based around material possessions, a good education, lots of money, a good job, incredible health, or even a long life. Although all of these are good in themselves, they do not produce lasting wealth, and as an ultimate goal they fail to produce fulfilment. It does not matter what we accumulate in this regard, it all stays behind when we have gone. King Solomon said there was nothing under the sun that can bring fulfilment.152 He was right; we have to look beyond the sun. We have to look to Jesus and then we can find living water and never be thirsty again. 

			A careful reading of Hebrews 11 reveals the reward that God is referring to. The common factor is that all the great saints or heroes of the faith listed here were seeking a city, a city so resplendent, that they were prepared to leave all they had to seek after it. Although none of them gained it, because it only became available under the New Covenant,153 they did not come up short. We read that Noah was saved from judgment and began a new way of life. Abraham was granted an inheritance that would go down through his family line and eventually be fulfilled in Christ. Sarah was released from her barrenness. Moses was rescued as a child and raised up to bring a nation to freedom. The passage speaks of great miracles, signs and wonders wrought by these very ordinary individuals who engaged the power and favour of God. We may be inclined to view them as extra special but as one author has put it, maybe it was “simply that God smiled on them.” 

			

			So it is not a matter of whether God rewards faithfulness and obedience, but a matter of how He does this. 

			And He said to them, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal life.”—Luke 18:29–30

			We are promised we will receive many times as much as we sacrifice, right here in this lifetime. But because we are told over and over in the Scriptures not to put our faith or hope in worldly goods, Jesus must be offering something more that is available to us in this life (as well as the hereafter), something of considerably more value than material things.

			The great promise to us is that we can now be made perfect because we have Jesus Christ as our King and Saviour.154 Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we can be transformed into His image and partake in all that God has for Him. Jesus told His followers that many prophets and righteous men desired to see the age we live in today but did not see it (speaking of the New Covenant), the age we have been born into.155 We are called and empowered to participate in a new life, which has been granted to us at great cost, and one that those outside of Christ can know nothing of. But as those in Christ, we should settle for nothing less.

			

			The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice; Let the many islands be glad. Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne. Fire goes before Him and burns up His adversaries round about. His lightnings lit up the world; The earth saw and trembled. The mountains melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, At the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. The heavens declare His righteousness, And all the peoples have seen His glory.—Psalm 97:1-6

			God’s kingly reign involves supreme power, rightful authority, and the complete exercise of this power and authority in His rule over the Earth. His foremost desire is that His name, not ours, is glorified. That is what drives the universe and why everything exists. It is not exclusively about us and never has been. It is about bringing glory to God through the ministry of the Son and the Holy Spirit. However, what God most deeply desires for us is that we are restored from our broken image into a reflection of His glory dwelling in us.

			Faring well

			The true message of Christian discipleship is not about a stress free life full of joy, fun, money, and other benefits. We may receive or earn these things but we need to remember that God sent Jesus to Earth to bring something far greater to humanity than just earthly blessings. The promise we are given is that if we worship Him and are prepared to put our life on the altar for Him, seeking to glorify His name in all that we are, we will fare well in this life. To fare well is a very old English saying, meaning to perform in a specified way (well, or with competence) over an extended period of time. Although it includes doing well it is more than that. It describes a journey of life that will mean something and count for something not only for today but for many generations to come. The reward that Jesus is promising is that we will discover and engage in the purpose we were created for, and that is the ultimate joy in life. In the Hebrew Scriptures the wonderful Hebrew word shalom covers this. 

			

			Shalom

			When God created the Earth and “saw that it was good,” shalom reigned. But at the Fall this was shattered and there was no way back.156 When we as human beings turn away from God, everything falls apart, not only in our own lives, but also in our cultures. This is what Solomon was addressing in the book of Ecclesiastes when he said all was vanity. Solomon only found satisfaction in his riches and wisdom when he was walking with God. The backslidden Solomon had no happiness and the riches he had heaped up became the prey of his enemies.157

			Shalom speaks of wholeness. It is about completeness, peace, and welfare (not social welfare but well faring in Christ). The use of shalom in the Scriptures always points towards that transcendent action (God downwards) of wholeness for the individual, wholeness within societal relations, and wholeness in our relationship with the world. Completeness is at the centre of the expression of shalom. Interestingly, its coming about is always in relation to truth and justice.158 The wholeness of shalom, through justice and truth, inspires the words of hope for the role expected of the coming Messiah, and is used to refer to the time of peace His coming will ultimately signify.159 Shalom comes about when things are the way they ought to be. It is when natural seeds are satisfied and natural gifts are producing fruit—a time when all things are in harmony with God’s holiness. 

			

			Enter Jesus

			It is into this scene that Jesus arrives. He proclaims two things: the ability to get to know God as Father; and the ability to live life to the fullest by being connected to our destiny and purpose in life. John 4 tells of Jesus coming to a well and asking a Samaritan woman to get him a drink. Notice what He says to her after they have had some discussion: “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”160

			Jesus came preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom and called us to join Him in the work. This is the beginning of setting all things right and you and I are offered a very significant role in it. It is an epic work and we are offered the opportunity to take centre stage with Him, not only as participators in it but also as imparters of it. By conquering sin and death on the cross, Jesus found a way for us to get back to the Garden and start taking this planet where God originally intended it to go. The true Gospel does not focus on things being broken, it focuses on things being put right. And the primary agent for doing that is the bride of Christ—us. Obviously we cannot do it on our own so He has given us the Holy Spirit and formed us into a biblical community called the Church, so that we can work together with Him to achieve it.161

			

			Come to Me 162

			Christ’s call to us in Matthew’s gospel reminds us how He will empower us to work with Him.

			“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”—Matthew 11:28–30

			As already indicated, Jesus did not tell us to come to material wealth, prosperity, health or well being. He called us to leave everything and come to Him. The Christian faith is not a movement, religion or philosophy. It is actually a person: Jesus Christ. Jesus’ words to us are that if we come to Him on His terms, “I will rest you.” He is not offering us a gift like a parcel given to us to unwrap alone, but He offers the active participation with God in the process and journey of life. Rest, true rest to the soul, cannot be found without God. The reading in the Amplified version expresses this well when it says, “Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy-laden and overburdened, and I will cause you to rest. I will ease and relieve and refresh your souls.” 

			The Yoke

			How do we find this rest? The passage tells us to take Christ’s yoke upon ourselves. What is your first visual image of a yoke? Two oxen yoked together? The yoke is a symbol of hard work. A yoke is put across two animals to keep them working together and going in the same direction. The verb yoke means to join. When yoked together the animals are able to achieve immeasurably more than any two individual units could on their own.

			

			Wearing a yoke is a startling antidote for weariness and being overburdened! Surely our natural reaction would be to want to get unharnessed and out of any yoke put across our shoulders? But if we look at this more closely we may be surprised at what we find. There are no yoke-less human beings. The question is never, “Will you be a disciple?” The question is always, “Whose disciple are you?” As Bob Dylan sang, “You have to serve somebody.” The pivotal question is always, “Whose yoke are you wearing?” The invitation extended is to “Take My yoke.” Jesus is telling us that the reason we get so weary is because we are carrying the wrong yokes; we are overburdened because we are bearing the wrong burdens. He is promising that if we replace the yokes we are currently bearing in exchange for His yoke, we will find rest for our souls. 

			He further promises that His yoke is easy. The Greek word here is Chrestus, related to the word Christos, or Christ. Crestus means kind when referring to people, and in this case Jesus is promising the yoke will be fitting or appropriate for us. The Amplified Bible says, For My yoke is wholesome (useful, good—not harsh, hard, sharp, or pressing, but comfortable, gracious, and pleasant), and My burden is light and easy to be borne. This yoke is something Jesus wears Himself. He also calls it His burden—something He bears Himself. Whatever the yoke, it could be seen and identified in and on Him. It was transparent; there to be observed. He saw it as being of paramount importance, inseparable to His life and work. Jesus’ yoke is not new. He has worn it from before creation, from before taking on our flesh and blood through the incarnation. He has worn it through the whole of His earthly life amongst us—from Bethlehem to Calvary. He even wears it at this very moment. So what is this yoke that refreshes, the yoke that He Himself wears?

			

			The Yoke Jesus is referring to is His yoked relationship with the Father. The preceding verses reveal that Jesus has just come from a conversation with God. In this conversation He expresses intimacy and the imparting of revelation.163 He comes from within the inner circle, and from here He simply says, “COME…join Me within the inner circle.” We are called to come and be yoked into the same relationship with God that Jesus experiences. It is the relationship a previous chapter spoke of—that of a Son. From within this place, like the hub or engine room of Jesus’ life and being, He draws His identity and purpose, the affirmation of His Father, and God’s bidding for the day or the week. It is from this place that He is refreshed and revived. This is the yoke He speaks of and calls us to. It is an invitation to join the inner circle in relationship with the Father, and to become one, just as He and His Father are one.164 The ultimate reward of the yoke is sonship and inheritance in the Kingdom or City of God. The offer is that we can be yoked with Christ in a relationship with God and gain an eternal inheritance with all those who have been born again. 

			To conclude, let’s focus our attention on an often-overlooked comment from the Scriptures. 

			

			“Every man serves the good wine first, and when the people have drunk freely, then he serves the poorer wine; but you have kept the good wine until now.”—John 2:10 (emphasis added)

			Jesus did not save the best wine until last as is often preached. He saved the best wine until now—which is this present age. It is freely available for us to share in right now. Are we willing to receive it? If so, we can come to Him and partake of this wonderful New life together, and play a part in bringing the age to come into the here and now. 

			

			11. The end of the world

			Throughout every century there have been ‘end times’ teachers who have looked to their own day for the fulfilment of Biblical prophecy. Needless to say, the one thing they have all had in common is that they have all been wrong! What is grossly underestimated is the damage this has caused to the Body of Christ by taking it away from its mandate to be salt and light to this Earth.165 It is also a terrible indictment upon us as Christians, making us the laughing stock of the world and the butt of so many of their jokes. We should not be offended; we have earned this by our stupidity and our ignorance of the Scriptures. A passage in Hosea 4:6 spells it out for us. The first part says, My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. But we often overlook the rest of the verse which goes on to say, Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. The warning here is that we have allowed our desire to know the future, our human bent for sensationalism, and our prideful self importance (that we are the ‘special generation’), to take the place of the principles of the Kingdom of God and the truth God has made available to us. The other issue is that life can be hard, so the opportunity to bail out and leave this world to the devil has considerable appeal for many. But in so doing, we are denied the revelation that God wants to bring to us.

			

			Something I wish we could settle once and for all is that the Bible does not prophesy the end of the world for the 21st century. In fact, it tells us if we think we know the date or time, we are mistaken. Matthew 24 makes two points really clear here. The first is that no one knows when the end is coming (verse 36), and second is that, when it does come, it will be at a time when we least expect it (verse 44). Therefore one thing is clear: if people are saying He is coming at a certain date, we can be sure that He is not. The real problem though, is not so much the end times fanatics, it is us—if we are unable to differentiate between what the Bible says, and what some people claim the Bible says. 

			Although the Bible is relevant to our times, it is not intended to be read like a newspaper that specifically describes events and people of our day; or like a tarot card that predicts the future. The Scriptures were written to people of that particular time who had the ability to understand what was being written. Of course this does not mean they are not relevant to us too, but their original aim is to describe the purposes of God, including His enduring faithfulness; the purpose of the Biblical community; how to walk in righteousness; how to maintain hope in even the worst and most catastrophic situations of life; and how to live as citizens of the City of God. In order to accomplish this, the Scriptures do not have to be specific to each calendar month, year, or event of life. They certainly were not written with our specific generation in mind at the expense of all the others. And actually, why would they be? Are we genuinely favoured any more than all the wonderful folk who have gone before us? It is challenging to accept the answer that is often given: “Well, it is just God’s grace.” Really? There are a couple of debatable topics I want to briefly cover. 

			

			Polarisation of good and evil

			If we accept the theory (which I don’t) that it is God’s intention that in these last days there will be a decrease in righteousness and a significant increase in evil, and believe this is an indication that we are about to be ‘promoted’ from this planet, then shouldn’t we be applauding any increase in evil and not do anything to resist it (even if we are victims of it)? Incredibly this very action (or lack of it) is encouraged in some end times teachings. This idea is based on poor interpretations of the Scriptures.166 Although it is beyond the scope of this book to deal with this in detail, it is important to state that we no longer need to fear the days ahead. When Christ said to Peter that He was building His Church upon the rock He really meant it when He went on to say, “the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.”167 The next verse is also important. He said, “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on Earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on Earth will be loosed in heaven.”168 Those are not cowering words. They are immensely powerful for breaking down strongholds. We are not to be overcome by evil, but to overcome evil with good. No longer should Christians be looking to escape the ruins of this planet, but instead, bring the ruins to the redemption we now walk in personally, working with Christ to restore every area of Earth to its intended glory.

			Looking back over 2,000 years of world history, I do not accept that things really are getting worse today, or that Satan’s kingdom is expanding. Jesus told us that the wheat and the tares will grow up together and then the end will come.169 As evidenced above, my personal conviction is that evil is contained and can only flourish in the absence of the expression of the Kingdom of God. However, whatever our view may be, it is a denial of our Biblical mission or mandate if we stand idle and do nothing, thus willingly consigning the world to go to hell in a hand basket. On the contrary, we are commissioned and empowered to bring God’s Kingdom into these areas of darkness. We do this through prayer and policy changes, loving the hurt and damaged, speaking out against immoral laws and fighting for the rights of the oppressed. 

			

			This is not suggesting that Jesus will return to a perfect Earth. Scripture does not teach that and few if any believers claim this to be the case. However, Scripture does make a very serious invocation when it tells us to occupy until He comes.170 The Greek word used here is prokatechoœ which refers to gaining possession of that which was occupied previously. This is not a passive word, although it contains elements of restraint and suppression in it. It is a word that also calls us to action, not retreat. 

			The ‘true’ people of God

			The Jewish people have a special heritage as the people that God called out from the nations and brought them into His covenant and confidence. The insights we have from their journey with God and all that this produced is invaluable to all who would seek to know the one true God. But I don’t accept that this makes those of us who are not Jewish, second-class citizens. God has a plan and purpose for all nations, not just the nation or people of Israel. 

			

			I am somewhat bemused by the statement made by some that the Jewish Diaspora171 should be returning to Israel. This is a view that is championed particularly by dispensationalists, who all the while teach that, according to Zechariah 13:8–9, at least two thirds of them will die a horrendous death in that very land. Wow! If that really is their belief, shouldn’t those embracing this teaching be telling the Jewish people to stay away? Although it is beyond the scope of this book to explore the issue of Israel in the New Covenant, it is important to understand that the types and forms of the Old Covenant point to those who are in Christ in the New. The following passages may help. 

			The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.” So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer. —Galatians 3:8–9

			...so that the manifold wisdom of God  might now be made known through the church to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.—Ephesians 3:10 (emphasis added)

			As born again believers we are all the promised children of Abraham and our mandate is the whole Earth. Our calling is to be praying, seeking and taking action to see “His Kingdom come and His will be done on Earth as it is in heaven.”172 Our focus is the nations (plural), and all the systems that control and influence each nation. The love, passion and sacrifice of Christ is for all peoples, cultures and nations. When the veil of the temple was torn from top to bottom it didn’t just allow us into the throne room of God, it also allowed God to come out and truly dwell amongst His people.173 His declaration that we are a “chosen race, a royal priesthood and a holy nation”174 elevates us to the highest position humanity can hold. There are no second-class citizens here. It calls all those who belong, despite their cultural differences, to come to a place of unity and cooperation together for the purposes of God.175

			

			The destruction of Earth

			There is another myth that is very confusing and damaging to the mandate we have been given to be an expression of the Kingdom of God. This is in regard to the planet being destroyed by fire at the end of this present age.

			But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the Earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?—2 Peter 3:10–11 (NIV)

			At first reading this scenario sounds very literal. However, the original New Testament Scriptures are written in Greek so we need to go back to the source to get a proper grasp of what is being said. The Greek word for destroyed is luo, which actually means something is reduced to its inherent or essential elements—not eradicated. The NIV translates this correctly by using the term “laid bare.” The fire referred to is a refining fire that does not destroy the substance but takes everything away that is not an expression of God. It relates to purging the dross of human sin from the Earth, rather than the destruction of the Earth itself. What we glean from this is that all things will be exposed for what they really are and the Earth will be released, not destroyed. 

			

			The new heaven and new Earth described in Revelation 21:1–4 (and prophesied by Isaiah in Isaiah 65:17–19), is the result of a renewal and restoration of creation, not a replacement of it. It is the return to what God had originally intended for us. Isaiah 11 gives a wonderful picture of this, reflecting the state of peaceful co-existence that creation will return to. There is great joy in the assurance that creation will not be redeemed without us, neither will we be redeemed without creation. Christ did not die to redeem only human beings, He died to redeem the whole created order. A close study of John 3:16, in regard to the choice of the word kosmos makes this clear. 

			The return of Christ is about restoration, not destruction (with the exception of the issues of sin and evil). In the meantime, while we await this fulfilment, we are not left with nothing to do. As we have covered extensively in these pages, Hebrews 6 tells us that we are to bring an expression of the life of the age to come, into the here and now. This is our calling and privilege, and, as Romans 8 states, the whole of creation longs for this to happen in this present age. 

			

			The current state of the world

			There is no debate about the fact that the whole of creation is groaning today.176 It is with good reason that the world is considered to be in both an ecological and an economical crisis at present. On the ecological front, we have issues such as pollution; deforestation, decrease in soil fertility; the alarming rise of allergies, cancer and other diseases; the declining Arctic and Antarctic ice-shelves; to name just a few. On the economic front, we have every major world economy in debt and the so-called affluent people still living well beyond their means. Most of us would agree that the planet has suffered considerable damage from elements of corruption, greed, and the rampant spirit of human consumption and existentialism that prevails in many of the world’s systems. 

			We should not be surprised about this, nor should we believe that it is beyond repair. As true sons and daughters, the question we need to be asking is: “What parts do we fix right now?” Albert Einstein wisely said, “The knowledge required to create the problem is insufficient to solve it.” What we have is a Biblical crisis that can only be solved from a Biblical perspective. The problem stems from the fact that God intended creation to be stewarded by way of partnership between Himself and His people. This is His divine design. Nothing less can produce what the planet requires to function in a state of good health and to release its intended abundance. The fact that proper Biblical stewardship is not taking place is the reason for this planet’s problems. This is evident in the cry that comes from the land and is reinforced in Romans 8 where Paul states, “that the whole creation groans and suffers.”177

			

			The expression of effective stewardship, which is our mandate, will put the planet on the journey of restoration, whereas the lack of it will continue to bring it into disrepair. Our involvement encompasses all the systems of life in every domain. That is, family, economics, justice, cultural equality, education, health and medicine, and all other elements that comprise the essence of life. It is both sad and shameful that so many Christians have no idea that the Bible gives clear instructions in all of these arenas. 

			Although Scripture makes it clear that the planet will not be completely restored until Christ returns (as in the wheat and the tares growing up together until the end comes),178 the amazing privilege and adventure we have been called into, is to work with the Father on the preparation and presentation of His great City on Earth, ready for its ultimate completion in Christ.

			What the end looks like

			Rather than the end of the age concluding with some fiery, apocalyptic hell (initiated by either a vindictive, judgemental god who is cheered on by many followers or a victorious Satan, finally defeating God’s plans and purposes and forcing His people to scuttle off the planet), it will actually culminate in a celebration of the Lord returning to Earth. His glorious return will be in absolute victory and power and He will arrive proclaiming that the bride has made herself ready. Then He will establish Planet Earth as the New Heaven,179 the City of God come down to Earth in all its fullness. 

			

			The New City [Revelation 21–22]

			These two chapters describe the exciting event the whole Bible has pointed to and are definitely worth a closer look. 

			Then I saw a new heaven and a new Earth; for the first heaven and the first Earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them.”—Revelation 21:1–3

			In this new city, God no longer dwells in His own heavenly realm. He brings heaven to Earth and makes His fellowship or tabernacle with His people. Now there are no more tears, grief, crying, or pain—all have vanished. This echoes the prophet Isaiah’s forecast (Isaiah 35:10) that sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

			And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” And He said, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.” Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. “He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.” —Revelation 21:5–7

			

			As God’s sons and daughters, all of God’s greatness is now at our disposal. The fullness of His splendour will be freely given to satisfy our deepest thirst.180 

			Revelation 21:11–27 goes on to give a beautiful description of the New City. This city needs no sun, moon, or light because the glory of God and the lamp of the Lamb will illuminate it. No words or Earthly examples could adequately describe the vision John has been given of the City of God, but he endeavours to do so using metaphors of the most stunning jewels, precious stones, and other such priceless treasures. 

			One of the jewels John identifies here is the pearl. In the ancient world the most precious of all stones were pearls. Matthew 13:46 tells the story of a merchant who sold everything he owned to lay hold of the pearl of great price. The gates of this new city John is describing each consist of one vast pearl. This represents unimaginable beauty and inestimable wealth and value. All the nations of the world will come together through these gates and will be united in their love and worship of God. And as great as the gates are, what we enter into when coming through them will be immeasurably greater still.

			And He showed me a river…in the middle of its street. And on either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.—Revelation 22:2

			John reveals that the tree of life is established and flourishing here, indicating that the City of God is the perfect garden city. The life and beauty of the original garden of Eden return and this is now the perfection of it, where God’s people are able to build a living place of their own for human fellowship and culture. The whole of the created order comes together—nature and humanity—and is established in perfect harmony. Isaiah 65 talks about the lion and the lamb (and even snakes) being harmless and relaxed in one another’s company, dwelling together in peace. 

			

			They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.—Revelation 22:4–5

			We will see God face to face, in the fullness of His glory. This will produce perfect worship in response and we will remain in His presence for all of eternity. 

			A final and important point

			We have just looked at a wonderful fulfilment of the end of this age, but we do not have to wait until then to be partakers of it. 

			“but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”—John 4:14

			We can and should be experiencing and enjoying this now. Psalm 46:4 says, “there is a river whose streams make glad the city of God.” God wants this river to be flowing through us today. The good news is that we, in this present age, are called to a relationship with God that has no limits and knows no bounds. We can have as much of God as we can handle. This is not just for us. 

			

			The New Covenant empowers us to bring this amazing concept to other people and into the created realm of today. This is where we began in this book: that our role today is to bring the life of the age to come into the here and now. 

			It will reveal itself by our way of life and bring great refreshing to others. It is free but it will cost us our whole life. Jesus wants to be the beginning and end of our life, and what He is after here is total surrender. He wants us to surrender so totally to Him that nothing outside of Him has any meaning or significance to us any more. We will settle for nothing less than the King and His Kingdom. 
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					Colossians 3:1–3; 2 Peter 1:3

					Hebrews 6:5

					Genesis 1–3; Colossians 1:15; 2 Corinthians 4:4

					John 3:3
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					2 Corinthians 5:17

					Romans 8:21
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					A Theology of the New Testament—George E. Ladd, page 115
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					Ephesians 2:10
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			2. Christ and His Kingdom
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					Matthew 5:13–14

					Revelation 19:7–8
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					2 Corinthians 2:14

			

			3. What it means to be a son

			

			
					I made the decision to stick with the title ‘son’ in this chapter as it carries the cultural meaning with it—all that a son was as the heir in Biblical times. The daughter traditionally joined her husband’s inheritance. In the Kingdom of God, the title is applicable to either gender.

					Matthew 3:17

					John 5:18
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					Hebrews 3:7–11

					Luke 17:20–21; Mark 1:15
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					Joel 2:28–32

					Ibid

					Luke 5:11

					Global Post, 26 September, 2011

					Matthew 17:20

					The Source of Life—Jürgen Moltmann, page 81
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					2 Timothy 3:5

					1 Corinthians 13:1

					Hebrews 6:4–5

					2 Timothy 2:1

					Romans 6:4–11.

					Romans 8:29; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Philippians 3:21

			

			5. The realm of Satan

			

			
					In the military, D-Day is the day on which a combat attack or operation is to be initiated. It is the beginning of the end. The best known D-Day is 6 June, 1944—the day of the Normandy landings—initiating the Western Allied effort to liberate mainland Europe from Nazi occupation during World War II.

					V-Day is Victory Day, the day an operation successfully concludes.

					A New Testament Biblical Theology—G K Beale, page 162

					Dictionary of New Testament Theology—Colin Brown, page 171

					Luke 13:33

					John 11:7

					John 11:8–11

					Matthew 12:14

					John 11:9

					Revelation 20

					1 Peter 5:8

					Luke 22:31
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					2 Corinthians 12:7
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					Mark 4:35–41
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					Ephesians 6:13–17; James 4:7

					Proverbs 8:13
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					Hebrews 4:15
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					1 Corinthians 6:2; Galatians 5:1

			

			6. Understanding wealth

			
					In Isaiah 40:26–27 the creative power of God is highlighted. Physical strength and/or wealth is denoted in Job 18:12; Job 20:10; and Hosea 12:9.

					Ephesians 2:10

					Ephesians 4:11–16

					Psalm 35:1; Psalm 55:9, Psalm 83
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			7. Renewing our minds

			
					See my comments on these terms in the first chapter of this book.

					Genesis 11

					2 Peter 2:20–21

					My Utmost for His Highest—Oswald Chambers, Dec 18

					It will come to no surprise to anyone who understands Jewish culture, that to hear and do are inseparable. The whole concept of the Jewish culture was that if you don’t hear and do, you have not heard at all. Jesus never expected His listeners to assume anything different. See Deep and Wide—Andy Stanley, Kindle Location 2084.
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					Ezekiel 22:14

					Matthew 12:30

					Acts 21:14

					Isaiah 61:10

					Romans 8:28

					Psalm 17:15
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			8. The power of the tongue
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					Isaiah 61:4

					Matthew 13:11
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					Matthew 12:37
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					James 1:17

					Proverbs 30:32

					James 3:5-6

					Midrash Tehillim, 52:2

					Proverbs 13:3

					I regret I have lost the source for this

					Illustrations for Biblical Preaching, page 351

					Proverbs 4:23

					The Lion Christian Quotation Collection—Francois Fenelon (1651-1715), Hannah Ward and Jennifer Wilde, page 146

					2 Peter 1:3

			

			9. Living in the Sabbath

			
					TJL-Chafer Accordance

					Exodus 31:12–17; Ezekiel 20:12

					Smith’s Bible Dictionary
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					Mark 2:27

					Matthew 11:28
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			10. So how should we live? 
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					Matthew 13:17

					Genesis 3:23–24
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			11. The end of the world

			
					Matthew 5:13–16

					Matthew 24 and Revelation 13 are two primary examples.

					Matthew 16:18

					Matthew 16:19

					Matthew 13
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